Agenda

19:00 - Connect to Zoom.

19:10
19:15
20:15
20:20
20:30

Organiser’s introduction
Elementor 101

Topic for the next meetup
Wrap-up

Close — can we stick to 1.5 hours?

Welcome to
WordUp Pompey!
18th June 2025

W @wppompey X

#WPPompey
#OnlineWPMeetup

.." UK Slack: #meetup-portsmouth

https://www.wp-pompey.org.uk/

/about-wordpress-meetups/code-of-conduct/



https://twitter.com/wppompey
https://www.wp-pompey.org.uk/
https://www.wp-pompey.org.uk/about-wordpress-meetups/code-of-conduct/

Sponsors

Venue sponsor

redIT
@reditcouk

Scott McKeown says

I'll offer a 25% discount on Web Hosting or
Virtual Servers to WordUp Pompey!

members entering ‘wordup’ at checkout

(that's for life by the way, not once)

Pizza / refreshment sponsor

34SP
@34sp

Manchester, UK based website hosting.

Free 3 month trial of WordPress hosting.
Use code: WPPOMPEY
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Zoom being recorded

If you do not want to appear in the recording you may turn off your video.
The meeting settings should Hide non-video participants.
Also consider muting your microphone and changing your name.

) Zoom Meeting = O

@ Recording... J e > v

Invite Mute All Unmute All

v Zoom Group Chat

|
Herb Miller To: Everyone v D File

$ - @ - * 2 ®

Participants Chat

Type message here...

Pause/Stop Recording Reactions

Mute Stop Video Security

Note: Meetings which have been recorded are published, after some editing /cropping,
on YouTube in the wppompey channel...
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNyGdMrd6sFkWijsSenxd8Hg
https://www.youtube.com/@wppompey



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNyGdMrd6sFkWjsSenxd8Hg
https://www.youtube.com/@wppompey

Elementor 101

The #1 no code
drag & drop
WordPress website
builder powering
over 18m websites

worldwide, now
with Al.

cozcLP1

* Elementor is the second most downloaded plugin from WordPress.org,

* with over 650 million total downloads from https://wordpress.org/plugins/elementor/

* It's marketed as "Elementor Website Builder — More Than Just a Page Builder".
* There's also a Pro version of the plugin, which we may cover,

* and many extensions, which we probably won't.


http://wordpress.org,/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/elementor/

Answers to this month’'s questions

Both. With pro you can create
websites easily with drag and drop

WordUp

Have you used Elementor No x8

?
and Elementor Pro: R

Would you care to tell us
how you benefit from it?

no experience

| have seen it but not really used it in
anger.

Not used, not sure of benefits tbh.
Cheers

Just started using it a month ago

It’s very helpful

not the pro version to build my site

| have used the free version of
Elementor around three years ago
and could do with a bit of a refresher

Elementor made designing
WordPress website easy.

Yes, created site for my dental clinic.



What is Elementor
Why use Elementor?
Installing Elementor
Elementor Basics
Interface tour

Create your first page
Elementor templates
Elementor Pro features
. Best Practices

10. Q&A / Demo Time

11. Resources & What’s next

LN EWNRE

Session outline

clementor

https://wordpress.org/plugins/elementor/
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1. What is Elementor?

Elementor is a popular plugin that lets you visually design pages with no coding.
It's widely used and very beginner-friendly

* Drag-and-drop page builder
* Visual front-end editing
* Used by over 10 million websites

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=le72grP Q6k&t=1s



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=le72grP_Q6k&t=1s
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2. Why use Elementor?

These are the key benefits of Elementor.
It's great for both beginners and experienced users.

* Easy to use for beginners

* Design flexibility and control
* No coding required

* Works with most themes
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Latest version is 3.29.2

3. Installing Elementor

Installing Elementor is just like any other WordPress plugin.
A few simple steps and you're ready to go.

Elementor Website Builder — More Install Now
ad Than Just a Page Builder
a0 More Details
oo ? The Elementor Website Builder has it all: drag and drop
oo page builder, pixel perfect design, mobile responsive
oo editing, and more. Get started now!
By Elementor
(7,055) Last Updated: 2 days ago
10+ Million Active Installations Untested with your version of WordPress

1. Go to Plugins > Add New

2. Search for 'Elementor’

3. Click Install & Activate

4. Visit Elementor > Settings

5. General tab - choose Post Types

6. Features tab — choose Stable Features to make Active
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4. Elementor basics

The structure is important to understand: you start with sections,

divide them into columns, then place widgets inside. B o+ Structure
~ £33 Container
» 3 Container
. . «» 3 Container
« Sections > Columns > Widgets = Text Editor
or, once activated » £ Container
 Container > Flexbox or Grid v ©3 Benefits
T Heading
T Heading
» Drag elements from the panel ~ £ Container
* Visual and real-time editing R
@ |con Box
» 3 Container
» 3 Container

Access all Pro widgets. Upgrade Now

https://elementor.com/help/elementor-editor/layout/flexbox-containers/
https://elementor.com/help/convert-existing-sections-to-containers/

[ ]

v


https://elementor.com/help/elementor-editor/layout/flexbox-containers/
https://elementor.com/help/convert-existing-sections-to-containers/
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Canvas area

Widget panel

Structure

Preview and Publish buttons

5. Interface tour

Here's what the Elementor interface looks like and the main tools you'll use regularly.

v 0K Edit "Elementor 101" with Elem X + - ol X
< Cc 2 https://cwiccer.com/wp-admin/post.php?post=23708&action=elementor % ™} = @
Elementor 101 v~ {5 O ] () Publish v
a
Elements . .
1 This is what the Elementor interface . -
Scatterbrained _ _ Visit WP-Pompey
Widgets Globals b looks like. The Editor Top Bar tool — Stet
. ol ructure X
ear icons are:
o ~ = Container -
Search Widget e Elementor Logo menu .
. » 3 Container
¢ Add Element aka Widget
+ Layout e Site Settings ~ 3 Container
* Structure = Text Editor
o * Recent » E2 Container
3 _
* Post Settings
Container Grid . Responsive links ~ 3 Benefits
* What's New T Heading
e Finder
~ Basic Hel T Heading
L]
< ep ~ 3 Container
¢ Preview Changes
T A « Publish v = Container
Heading Image s Save Options = Divider
* * © Icon Box
= @ » 3 Container
» 3 Container
Text Editor Video

Access all Pro widgets. Upgrade Now

The values
= eliveb

Divider Viverra maecenas accumsan
lacus vel. Risus ultricies
tristique.

w
2
Eoeﬂ
=

Access all Pro widgets. Upgrade Now
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* Add heading, image, button
e Use templates or blocks

e Style with colors and fonts
e Preview and publish

6. Create your first page

We'll now go through building a basic page using simple elements and styling options.

v [9M Edit "Create your first page" wi X

Edit Heading
& L)) e
Content Style Advanced
+ Heading
Title < Edit with Al

A short description that introduces visitors 2
your business offerings

Link
Type or paste your URL e =
HTML Tag HS -

Animated Headline widget &

Need Help (O

+

<« &) 2% https:/fewiccer.com/wp-admin/post.php?post=22548&action=elementor

Create your first ... (Draft) ~

c} W i C C =
Home About Process ¥ Slides Vid & Structure X

-

Improve your Core Web Vitals

Create your first page

WELCOME TO OUR WEBSITE

23 Hero

T Heading
T Heading
T Heading

5 Button

Access all Pro widgets. Upgrade Now

This Headline Grabs

Visitors’ Attention

A short description that introduces visitors to your business offerings

Contact Us

~

a



/. Elementor templates

Templates can save you time and give you inspiration for layouts and design.

G LIBRARY Blocks Pages Templates (z, E!] X

What is Elementor 2
Why use Elementor? NEW TREND  POPULAR © MY FAVORITES SRR -
Installing Elementor

Elementor Basics | B e =1 ces R -
Interface tour - ,‘.,‘.’. =
Create your first page ¢ P = =

. Elementor templates A '
Elementor Pro features o - [ R E ——————

O oONOUEWNRE

. Best Practices

10. Q&A / Demo Time 2 & (o )

3
N R Nneocaftf@d s
11. Resources & What's next e e .

= i

Pre-designed blocks and pages - s ans P

About Us — ol Aboutus
Customizable layouts - o -
G r‘eat fo r' q u i C k Sta rts Wireframe — About 4 - Flexbox - pa Wireframe — Home 2 — Flexbox - pa. Candidate Recruitment Platform - p Menu - Bar/Cafe - page Wireframe — Home 3 — Flexbox - pa v

Elementor Pro needed for most
examples
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More widgets
Theme Builder
Popup Builder

WooCommerce
integration

Dynamic content

Elementor Pro features

These are premium features that expand Elementor's power significantly.

ESSENTIAL

Everything a website needs

£3.99;’Mc
Billed annually You pay £48 today

Buy Now

Features:

O 13ite
247 Support
57 Pro Widgets
10 Cloud Templates
Theme Builder
Dynamic Content
Form Builder
Popup Builder
Custom Code & C38
Ecommerce Features

Collaborative Notes

POPULAR

ADVANCED SOLO

For a single professional &
eCommerce website

£5.99..

Features:

O 13ie
247 Support
86 Pro Widgets
20 Cloud Templates
Theme Builder
Dynamic Content
Form Builder
Popup Builder
Custom Code & C38
Ecommerce Features

Collaborative Notes

ADVANCED

For professional and
eCommerce websites

£ 6.999"?«10
Billed annually. You pay £84 today

EXPERT

For freelancers who need
multiple sites

£13.99..

Buy Now

Buy Now

Features:

@ Upto3 Sites
24/7 Support
86 Pro Widgets
30 Cloud Templates
Theme Builder
Dynamic Content
Form Builder
Popup Builder
Custom Code & CSS
Ecommerce Features

Collaborative Notes

Features:

© Up to 25 Sites
247 Premium Support

86 Pro Widgets

5,000 Cloud Templates

Theme Builder

Dynamic Content

Form Builder

Popup Builder

Custom Code & C3S

Ecommerce Features

Collaborative Notes

The above prices do not include applicable taxes based on your billing address. The final price will be displayed on the

checkout page. All plans renew annually at list price.

https://elementor.com/pro-vs-free/

https://elementor.com/pricing-plugin/



https://elementor.com/pro-vs-free/
https://elementor.com/pricing-plugin/

9. Best Practices

Following best practices ensures your site looks professional and loads efficiently.

What is Elementor
Why use Elementor?
Installing Elementor

Elementor Basics * Keep design consistent

Interface tour

Create your first page * Optimize for mobile

Elementor templates
Elementor Pro features °

. Best Practices Use g|0ba| Styles
10. Q&A / Demo Time

11. Resources & What’s next

W oONOUEWNRE

 Don’t overload with widgets

https://elementor.com/blog/2025-web-design-trends-best-practices/



https://elementor.com/blog/2025-web-design-trends-best-practices/
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10. Q&A / demo time

Now's your chance to ask questions or request a live demo of anything we've covered.

For the FREE version of Elementor we’ll use:

https://cwiccer.com/create-your-first-page/

with the Hello Elementor theme

For Elementor Pro we’ll use my main development site:

https://s.b/wordpress/create-your-first-page/

with Twenty Twenty Five

Course: Getting Started with Elementor in...

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLZyp9H25CboE6dhe7MnUxUdp4zU70sNSe



https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLZyp9H25CboE6dhe7MnUxUdp4zU7OsNSe
https://cwiccer.com/create-your-first-page/
https://s.b/wordpress/create-your-first-page/

11. Resources & What's next

There are many resources to help you keep learning.
The best way to improve is by doing!

1. What is Elementor
2. Why use Elementor?
3 Installing Elementor * Elementor Academy @) el Center
4. Elementor Basics .
5. Interface tour * YouTube tutorials
: (»)  Youtube
6. Create your first page ]
7. Elementor templates ¢ COmmunlty foru Mms
8. Elementor Pro features _
9. Best practices ° Try bUIldlng yOur 48 Facebook Community
10. Q&A / demo time
11. Resources & What’s next home page '

< Blog

https://elementor.com/academy/



https://elementor.com/academy/

WordUp

What shall we do for 20257

Developing an artists or portfolio site using WP.
https://www.wpbeginner.com/showcase/best-
wordpress-themes-for-artists/
https://wordpress.com/go/website-
building/art-portfolio-website/

Explore WordPress 6.5, 6.6 and 6.7 highlights?

Elementor 101 — An introduction to the second
most downloaded plugin of all time.

Future meetup suggestions

Guided walkthrough of Justin Tadlock's tutorial
on "Mixing and matching styles, colors, and
typography in WordPress 6.6"

In person social meetup and informal
discussion event around a particular area of
WP, with perhaps people getting to Portsmouth
earlier and doing a trip up the Spinnaker Tower
first.

u3a - learn, laugh, live
Do something brilliant today

To find out what’s going on elsewhere?
https://events.wordpress.org/upcoming-events/filtered/country/GB/



https://developer.wordpress.org/news/2024/07/22/mixing-and-matching-styles-colors-and-typography-in-wordpress-6-6/
https://developer.wordpress.org/news/2024/07/22/mixing-and-matching-styles-colors-and-typography-in-wordpress-6-6/
https://www.wpbeginner.com/showcase/best-wordpress-themes-for-artists/
https://www.wpbeginner.com/showcase/best-wordpress-themes-for-artists/
https://wordpress.com/go/website-building/art-portfolio-website/
https://wordpress.com/go/website-building/art-portfolio-website/
https://events.wordpress.org/upcoming-events/filtered/country/GB/

WordPress Global Community Sponsorship

|7
\%'P . :
——— A big thanks to our Global Community Sponsors:
s aladdy
A Reshiag
 hosting.com
 Bluehost
o Antomattie
* Jetpack
* WordPress.com
* Woo
o WP Booinner
* Kinsta

https://central.wordcamp.org/global-community-sponsors/



https://central.wordcamp.org/global-community-sponsors/

701 meetup members

XordU
\\-%);gmp M WordPress | Meetup Pro - Meet. X +
(-} 8 https://www.meetup.com/pro/wordpress/ w B & @ i
. Unitede — B
Map Sateﬂlte S, Kingdom F1E
N \4//\ Isle of Man
Countries
Groups 663 651 648 639 638 633 623 755 751 744 710 780 769 757 750 745 857 818
Members 535968 529340 523280 515686 512955 510857 504509 528878 519438 513808 498974 504549 491669 479658 466725 453109 456627 424517
Portsmouth 701 678 673 660 653 637 630 613 600 560 521 460 399 345 288 245 187 137
Brighton 729 729 725 724 724 719 716 687 677 668 668 644 636 638 642 643 648 613
Bournemouth - - - - - - - - - - - 552 558 563 563 560 558 536
Exeter 379 376 374 370 351 339 336 299 300 300 301 301 304 293 283 283 278 278
Bristol 144 81 44 - - - - - - - - 1023 1032 1042 1046 1057 1063 1024
—g—w;i”d € 74 68 64 42 42 37 32 - ; ; : 471 472 470 461 446 431 393
Cambridge 1991 1914 1880 1854 1843 1840 1816 °? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?

https://www.meetup.com/pro/wordpress/



https://www.meetup.com/pro/wordpress/
https://www.meetup.com/Portsmouth-WordPress-Meetup/
https://www.meetup.com/WordUp-Brighton/
https://www.meetup.com/Bournemouth-WordPress-Group/
https://www.meetup.com/wpexeter/
https://www.meetup.com/wpbristol/
https://www.meetup.com/WordPress-Tunbridge-Wells-Meetup/
https://www.meetup.com/WordPress-Tunbridge-Wells-Meetup/
https://www.meetup.com/wordpress-cambridge/
https://www.meetup.com/pro/wordpress/

Meetup stats since 2019
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https://www.wp-pompey.org.uk/wordpress-portsmouth-meetup/meetup-stats/



https://www.wp-pompey.org.uk/wordpress-portsmouth-meetup/meetup-stats/

WordPress plans — 2025

WordUp

16 Apr 2025 WordUp Pompey! What’s new in WordPress 6.8

5-7 Jun 2025 WCEU, Basel, Switzerland

5 Aug 2025 WlordPross 60

July Summer Photo Contest 2025

26-29 Aug WordCamp US, Portland, Oregon

11 Nov 2025 WeordPress 7.0

??? 2025 WordPress 6.8.2 https://make.wordpress.org/core/2025/06/17/wordpress-6-8-2-release-schedule/
TBD 2026 WordPress 6.9

TBD 2027 WordPress 7.0

https://central.wordcamp.org/schedule/

https://make.wordpress.org/core/6-9/
https://make.wordpress.org/core/2024/11/19/proposal-major-releases-for-2025/
https://wordpress.org/about/roadmap/



https://make.wordpress.org/core/2025/06/17/wordpress-6-8-2-release-schedule/
https://central.wordcamp.org/schedule/
https://make.wordpress.org/core/6-9/
https://make.wordpress.org/core/2024/11/19/proposal-major-releases-for-2025/
https://wordpress.org/about/roadmap/

o wppompey plans - 2024
Dae  lmgenda  now

31 Jan 2024 WordPress and Artificial Intelligence #OnlineWPMeetup
30 Mar 2024 My Favourite Contact Form #OnlineWPMeetup
22-29-May2024 WordPress 21tanniversary quiz r-Persen
( Monday 27t is the actual date ) #OnlineWPRMeetup
Cancelled
25 Sep 2024 What have you been doing? #OnlineWPMeetup
23 Oct 2024 Migrating to Twenty Twenty-Five #OnlineWPMeetup
20 Nov 2024 Security, Backups and Day In The Life #OnlineWPMeetup

18 Dec 2024 Explore Learn WordPress #OnlineWPMeetup



ol wppompey plans - 2025
we - Lagendn o e

22 Jan 2025 #OnlineWPMeetup
19 Feb 2025 Site and Block Editor Show and Tell #OnlineWPMeetup
Mar - #OnlineWPMeetup
16 Apr 2025 What’s new in WordPress 6.8 #OnlineWPMeetup
May Elementor 101 - postponed #OnlineWPMeetup
Jun Elementor 101 #OnlineWPMeetup
Jul In Person meetup: Gunwharf area? In Person

Aug #OnlineWPMeetup
Sep #OnlineWPMeetup
Oct #OnlineWPMeetup
Nov #OnlineWPMeetup

Dec #OnlineWPMeetup



ST

s Some WordPress trivia

WordPress 6.8
downloaded
32

million times

12.85 billion
Gutenberg

plugin v21.0.0
downloads

1,263 Block

(FSE) themes 59,605 plugins

162 awaiting

13,314 themes. .
review

14 day backlog

See also : https://displaywp.com/



https://displaywp.com/
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weatp  Thanks to our sponsors
A ronpeY_§

Thanks again to our venue sponsor @reditcouk

... since January 2018 re d

And to our pizza / refreshment sponsor @34SP
... since December 2018
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