
Welcome to

WordUp Pompey!

16th November 2022

Agenda
19:00  - Connect to Zoom. 
19:10  - Organiser’s introduction
19:15  - Headless WordPress 101 – an introduction to headless / decoupled / static WordPress
20:00  - Q & A
20:15 - Wrap-up
20:30  - Close – can we stick to 1.5 hours?

@wppompey

#WPPompey
#OnlineWPMeetup

UK Slack: #meetup-portsmouth

https://www.wp-pompey.org.uk/

/about-wordpress-meetups/code-of-conduct/

https://twitter.com/wppompey
https://www.wp-pompey.org.uk/
https://www.wp-pompey.org.uk/about-wordpress-meetups/code-of-conduct/


Sponsors 

Venue sponsor

redIT
@reditcouk

Scott McKeown says

I'll offer a 25% discount on Web Hosting or 
Virtual Servers to WordUp Pompey! 

members entering ‘wordup’ at checkout

(that's for life by the way, not once)

Pizza / refreshment sponsor

34SP
@34sp

Manchester, UK based website hosting.

Free 3 month trial of WordPress hosting.
Use code: WPPOMPEY



Zoom being recorded

If you do not want to appear in the recording you may turn off your video. 
The meeting settings should Hide non-video participants.
Also consider muting your microphone and changing your name.

Note: Meetings which have been recorded are published, after some editing /cropping, 
on YouTube in the wppompey channel…
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNyGdMrd6sFkWjsSenxd8Hg

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNyGdMrd6sFkWjsSenxd8Hg


Headless WordPress 101
What you may learn

1. What is Headless WordPress? 
2. It is just generated HTML?
3. What’s Jamstack?
4. How is it different from traditional WordPress?
5. Benefits - Pros
6. Issues - Cons
7. Do you want to try Headless? 
8. Paid solutions
9. Free solutions
10. Some examples of headless WordPress
11. Deployment / hosting of node.js servers
12. Where can I read more?



Answers to this month’s questions

What experience do you have with headless WordPress? 
Give a value from 0 to 5, and perhaps an explanation. NS 

YES NO

0 None at all 10

1 Heard of it 11

2 Tried it 5

3 Use it 3

4 Know when to recommend/discourage 2

5 It's my specialist subject 2

? No reply 6

BTW: I’m a No reply – At the October meeting I was a 1, I’ve now become a 2. 
I’m not yet a 3; I don’t have any live sites.  



What is Headless WordPress?

And what is decoupled?

A decoupled CMS consists of a separate front-end user 
experience, delivering content from the CMS via an API. 
Because the back and front ends are “decoupled,” the user 
experience can be built with any technology of your choice.

Source: https://wpvip.com/resource/decoupled-wordpress/

Monolithic WordPress

• Code + theme

• API

• Backend UI

Headless

• Code + front end templates

• API

• Backend UI

What is headless? 

The term "headless" refers to removing the 
dependency of knowing where data will be displayed 
and instead just holding the data to be used wherever 
the developer chooses. This is often used to describe 
a CMS where content can be entered, held, then 
where and how that content is displayed is decided 
separately.

API is the acronym for Application Programming Interface. 
It defines interactions that allows two applications to talk to each other.

https://wpvip.com/resource/decoupled-wordpress/


Is it just generated HTML?

Does Headless WordPress mean getting WordPress to generate HTML and then just using that?

Good question.  It depends which solution you choose to use. 

Altas by WP Engine uses Faust.js which provides tooling to reduce the pains of building a headless 
WordPress site (namely around data fetching, authentication, previews, and SSR/SSG) while offering a 
pleasant experience for both developers and publishers.

SSG = Static Site Generation
SSR = Server Side Rendering
ISR = Incremental Static Regeneration 

In Strattic’s solution the static site was fully generated. 

See demos later on.



What’s Jamstack?

Jamstack is an architectural approach 
that decouples the web experience layer from data and 
business logic, improving flexibility, scalability, 
performance, and maintainability. 

Jamstack removes the need for business logic to 
dictate the web experience.

It enables a composable architecture for the web 
where custom logic and 3rd party services are 
consumed through APIs.

https://jamstack.org/what-is-jamstack/

JavaScript
APIs
Markup

• Git centric workflow

• Front-end build tools

• API Economy

To address

• Security
• Reliability
• Performance

https://jamstack.org/glossary/decoupling
https://jamstack.org/glossary/api
https://jamstack.org/what-is-jamstack/


How is it different from traditional WordPress?

Images copied from https://developers.wpengine.com/blog/what-is-headless-wordpress

Traditional 
WordPress

Headless
WordPress

https://developers.wpengine.com/blog/what-is-headless-wordpress


What are the component parts?

API 
• GraphQL
• REST

JavaScript
node.js server

Frameworks. eg
• React+Next.js+Faust.js  
• Vue.js+Nuxt
• Svelte+SvelteKit
• Gatsby

Plugins
• WPGraphQL
• FaustWP
• WPGatsby

https://developers.wpengine.com/blog/headless-wordpress-tech-stack-options
https://developers.wpengine.com/lists/headless-plugins

Themes
• Headless WP
• Headless WP Base Child

https://developers.wpengine.com/blog/headless-wordpress-tech-stack-options
https://developers.wpengine.com/lists/headless-plugins


Benefits - Pros

•Greater control. When you uncouple WordPress, you gain 
nearly endless control from a development standpoint. 
Front-end developers can get creative with dynamic uses of 
JavaScript, and deliver an ‘outside the template’ experience.
•Increased scalability. When you develop with a headless 
system, you can scale it up very quickly. Your content can 
continue to build, and since you are now an API-first shop, 
you can respond to new user needs in a snap.
•Tighter security. Decoupled and headless approaches 
minimize risk to your content. Since your content lives 
separate from your front-end delivery, it is not as exposed or 
at risk to third-party application issues.
•Lightweight design. When you go headless, you shed some 
serious weight. Since your system now consists of just a 
content database and API calls, your content delivery can be 
responsive, sleek, and fast.

Security

Reliability

Performance

Speed

Scalability

Omnichannel

Flexibility

Appearance

https://wpengine.co.uk/resources/headless-cms-and-wordpress/#Headless_WordPress_Benefits

https://wpengine.co.uk/resources/headless-cms-and-wordpress/#Headless_WordPress_Benefits


Issues - Cons

•No WYSIWYG editor. A truly headless approach means you 
will lose your live preview option. You won’t be able to easily 
test what the front-end user will see.
•Advanced programming. If you didn’t previously need a 
front-end programmer, you will now. You’ll require some 
more advanced libraries to really make the most of a 
headless system.
•More maintenance. This really comes into play with a 
decoupled setup. You may end up with two systems to 
maintain, especially in terms of updates and security.
•Tougher credentialing. A headless system requires 
different credentialing of users than a coupled CMS. This can 
be a tedious task, although it does lead to a more secure 
environment.

https://wpengine.co.uk/resources/headless-cms-and-wordpress/#Potential_Issues_With_A_Headless_WordPress_Site

Cost

Complexity

Extra work

Dependency on developers

Limited tools for creators

https://torquemag.io/2015/08/customize-wordpress-wysiwyg-editor/
https://wpengine.co.uk/resources/headless-cms-and-wordpress/#Potential_Issues_With_A_Headless_WordPress_Site


Do you want to try headless?
How many Yesses? 

1. Must my front-end be portable? ie: backend agnostic?
2. Is my app assembled from a large diversity of data sources and not mostly WordPress?
3. Do I wish to serve flat files?
4. Do I currently have an experienced modern JS team?
5. Are there organizational reasons why I wish to leverage modern JS for my front-end?
6. Can I calculate the total cost of ownership of a decoupled front-end?
7. Am I prepared to tolerate a higher total cost of ownership overall?
8. Am I prepared to manage two codebases and potentially increased code complexity?
9. Am I prepared to manage two hosting environments?
10. Am I prepared to tolerate more complex support and incident management, which may include additional internal 

support resources?
11. Am I ok with some re-invention of the wheel for common integrations and functions?
12. Am I expecting my app to scale to very intense traffic events (elections, sporting events, etc?)
13. Am I extremely sensitive to any degradation of performance? 
14. Will the team responsible for my front-end code be stable over the life of the project?
15. Do I understand the caching strategy that will be necessary to scale the app, including potential costs?

https://wpvip.com/resource/decoupled-wordpress/

https://wpvip.com/resource/decoupled-wordpress/


Paid solutions

Atlas by WP Engine
https://wpengine.com/atlas/

The future of Headless WordPress
From £24 /month. First 4 months free.

Gatsby WP themes https://gatsbywpthemes.com/

Why go headless? It’s simple: speed, security, scalability, and SEO.

Base pack $79/year Pro pack $199/year

Strattic by Elementor
https://www.strattic.com/

Static and headless WordPress hosting. In one click.
From $32.50 / mo

https://wpengine.com/atlas/
https://gatsbywpthemes.com/
https://www.strattic.com/


JavaScript packages
• Faust.js https://faustjs.org/
• Next.js https://nextjs.org/
• Gatsby  https://www.gatsbyjs.com/

Free solutions

Static site generators 
• WP2Static https://wp2static.com/download/
• https://wordpress.org/plugins/simply-static/
• https://wordpress.org/plugins/export-wp-page-to-static-html/
• https://wordpress.org/plugins/staatic/

Other WordPress plugins
• WPGraphQL https://www.wpgraphql.com/
• Custom Post Type UI https://wordpress.org/plugins/custom-post-type-ui
• WPGatsby https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-gatsby/
• CoCart https://wordpress.org/plugins/cart-rest-api-for-woocommerce/
• Atlas Content Modeler https://wordpress.org/plugins/atlas-content-modeler/
• Atlas Search https://wordpress.org/plugins/atlas-search/

APIs
• GraphQL https://graphql.org/
• REST API https://developer.wordpress.org/rest-api/

Headless WordPress plugins
• Faust https://wordpress.org/plugins/faustwp/
• Headless CMS https://wordpress.org/plugins/headless-cms/
• Headless Mode https://wordpress.org/plugins/headless-

mode/

https://faustjs.org/
https://nextjs.org/
https://www.gatsbyjs.com/
https://wp2static.com/download/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/simply-static/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/export-wp-page-to-static-html/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/staatic/
https://www.wpgraphql.com/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/custom-post-type-ui
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-gatsby/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/cart-rest-api-for-woocommerce/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/atlas-content-modeler/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/atlas-search/
https://graphql.org/
https://developer.wordpress.org/rest-api/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/faustwp/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/headless-cms/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/headless-mode/


• wp-secrets.co.uk using Strattic

• WP2Static from wp-secrets.co.uk

• Atlas-blueprint-blog on WP Engine’s Atlas

• Atlas Faust on local

• Atlas-blueprint-blog against cwiccer.local

• Faust against cwiccer.local

• Fist, using Faustjs, against cwiccer.local

Some examples of headless WordPress



Strattic

Static WordPress sites on Strattic
benefit from outstanding 
• security, 
• speed, 
• scalability 
• and ease of use.

Pre-rendered content

Up to 50x faster under load

Strattic is an all-in-one static site generation and hosting platform that 
instantly optimizes WordPress by converting it to a static architecture.



Strattic

Original WordPress:
https://wp-secrets.co.uk

Strattic sites:

WordPress: 
https://wp-secrets-229c.site.strattic.io

Preview: 
https://wp-secrets-229c.preview.strattic.io/

Live: 
https://wp-secrets-229c.live.strattic.io/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jDNDOC2CX_Y

https://wp-secrets.co.uk/
https://wp-secrets-229c.site.strattic.io/
https://wp-secrets-229c.preview.strattic.io/
https://wp-secrets-229c.live.strattic.io/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jDNDOC2CX_Y


Strattic

Original WordPress:
https://wp-secrets.co.uk

Strattic sites:

WordPress: 
https://wp-secrets-229c.site.strattic.io

Preview: 
https://wp-secrets-229c.preview.strattic.io/

Live: 
https://wp-secrets-229c.live.strattic.io/

https://wp-secrets.co.uk/
https://wp-secrets-229c.site.strattic.io/
https://wp-secrets-229c.preview.strattic.io/
https://wp-secrets-229c.live.strattic.io/


WP2Static from wp-secrets.co.uk

Original WordPress:
https://wp-secrets.co.uk

Exported to:
https://s.b/cwiccer-wp2static/

https://wp-secrets.co.uk/
https://s.b/cwiccer-wp2static/


https://my.wpengine.com/installs/bpatlasblue201

Atlas blueprint blog

https://hd35phgxakkpod7dflh81yfya.js.wpenginepowered.com/

There are several Atlas Blueprint apps. I chose Atlas Blueprint Blog.  
It’s written with the original Faustjs using GQty.

Atlas Blueprint Portfolio and Atlas Blueprint Scaffold are being 
updated to use @faustwp/cli and @faustwp/core. 

https://my.wpengine.com/installs/bpatlasblue201
https://hd35phgxakkpod7dflh81yfya.js.wpenginepowered.com/


Atlas blueprint blog



Atlas blue print blog

https://developers.wpengine.com/docs/atlas/getting-started/create-app

https://developers.wpengine.com/docs/atlas/getting-started/create-app


Atlas: Headless WP

https://localwp.com/help-docs/local-add-ons-help/using-the-atlas-headless-wp-add-on/

https://localwp.com/help-docs/local-add-ons-help/using-the-atlas-headless-wp-add-on/


Atlas: Faust on local



Atlas: Faust on local



Atlas-blueprint-blog on cwiccer.local



Faust against cwiccer.local

Console log from 
npm run build 
using @faustjs

Note: the legend

- Server
- Static
- SSG
- ISR 

@faustjs/next-headless-getting-started



Fist, using Faustjs against cwiccer.local

Console log from

npm run build 
using @faustwp

npm run start

@faustwp/getting-started-example – at https://github.com/bobbingwide/fist

https://github.com/bobbingwide/fist


Deployment / hosting of node.js servers

• Heroku https://devcenter.heroku.com/articles/getting-started-with-nodejs

• Vercel https://vercel.com/

• Netlify https://www.netlify.com/

• Amazon Elastic Compute Cloud https://aws.amazon.com/ec2/

• Digital Ocean Droplet https://www.digitalocean.com/products/droplets

https://devcenter.heroku.com/articles/getting-started-with-nodejs
https://vercel.com/
https://www.netlify.com/
https://aws.amazon.com/ec2/
https://www.digitalocean.com/products/droplets


Where can I read more?

• https://developers.wpengine.com/roadmap
• https://www.bluehost.com/resources/a-beginners-guide-to-headless-cms/
• https://wptavern.com/state-of-the-word-2015-javascript-and-api-driven-interfaces-are-the-future-of-wordpress
• https://jamstack.org/headless-cms/
• https://jamstack.org/generators/
• https://wpengine.co.uk/resources/headless-cms-and-wordpress/
• https://www.contentstack.com/cms-guides/decoupled-cms/
• https://wptavern.com/strattic-acquires-wp2static-plugin-plans-to-relaunch-on-wordpress-org
• https://nextjs.org/docs/basic-features/data-fetching/overview
• Headless WordPress 101, by Jeff Everhart, WP Engine  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=biIFQL4H3ik
• The Future of Faust.js,  https://youtu.be/NcSNcEOJTfc
• https://devrix.com/tutorial/headless-wordpress-cms/
• https://trends.google.com/trends/explore?date=today%205-y&geo=US&q=Headless%20CMS
• https://wpdeveloper.com/headless-wordpress/
• https://blog.hubspot.com/website/headless-wordpress
• https://wordpress.tv/2022/07/22/ivan-popov-how-headless-wordpress-benefits-enterprises/
• https://n8finch.com/using-wordpress-as-an-api/
• https://wordpress.tv/2022/07/01/nate-finch-using-wordpress-as-an-api/
• https://github.com/n8finch/wordpress-as-an-api

https://www.bluehost.com/resources/a-beginners-guide-to-headless-cms/
https://www.bluehost.com/resources/a-beginners-guide-to-headless-cms/
https://wptavern.com/state-of-the-word-2015-javascript-and-api-driven-interfaces-are-the-future-of-wordpress
https://jamstack.org/headless-cms/
https://jamstack.org/generators/
https://wpengine.co.uk/resources/headless-cms-and-wordpress/
https://www.contentstack.com/cms-guides/decoupled-cms/
https://wptavern.com/strattic-acquires-wp2static-plugin-plans-to-relaunch-on-wordpress-org
https://nextjs.org/docs/basic-features/data-fetching/overview
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=biIFQL4H3ik
https://youtu.be/NcSNcEOJTfc
https://devrix.com/tutorial/headless-wordpress-cms/
https://trends.google.com/trends/explore?date=today%205-y&geo=US&q=Headless%20CMS
https://wpdeveloper.com/headless-wordpress/
https://blog.hubspot.com/website/headless-wordpress
https://wordpress.tv/2022/07/22/ivan-popov-how-headless-wordpress-benefits-enterprises/
https://n8finch.com/using-wordpress-as-an-api/
https://wordpress.tv/2022/07/01/nate-finch-using-wordpress-as-an-api/
https://github.com/n8finch/wordpress-as-an-api


WordPress Global Community Sponsorship

https://central.wordcamp.org/global-community-sponsors/

A big thanks to our Global 
Community Sponsors: 
• Jetpack
• WooCommerce
• Bluehost
• Weglot
• Nexcess
• WordPress.com

https://central.wordcamp.org/global-community-sponsors/
https://meetup.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f93eb6000a019fcbd53d10be&id=fa1040afe7&e=c441ff5644
https://meetup.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f93eb6000a019fcbd53d10be&id=07ae460f19&e=c441ff5644
https://meetup.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f93eb6000a019fcbd53d10be&id=bdf3f1bbf4&e=c441ff5644


452 meetup members

Key Nov Oct Sep Jul Jun Apr Mar Feb
Jan 
22

Nov Sep Jul
Ma
y

Ma
r

Jan
21

Jul
Jan 
20

Countries 113 112 112 112 112 111 111 111 111 111 111 109 109 109 109 113 108

Groups 772 766 764 769 769 762 760 758 757 757 755 750 748 746 745 857 818

Members 499970 497676 494303 491669 489256 484813 481908 482017 479658 474124 469961 466725 462860 458338 453109 456627 424517

Portsmouth 452 423 416 399 395 386 375 363 345 319 289 288 276 261 245 187 137

Brighton 641 642 639 636 637 637 638 638 638 640 642 642 643 643 643 648 613

Bournemouth 553 555 555 558 560 561 562 562 563 564 564 563 562 561 560 558 536

Exeter 301 301 303 304 305 303 302 299 293 281 283 283 281 282 283 278 278

Bristol 1026 1026 1030 1032 1033 1035 1038 1040 1042 1042 1046 1046 1048 1053 1057 1063 1024

Tunbridge 
Wells

471 469 469 472 472 471 470 469 470 469 466 461 455 454 446 431 393

https://www.meetup.com/pro/wordpress/
https://www.meetup.com/Portsmouth-WordPress-Meetup/
https://www.meetup.com/WordUp-Brighton/
https://www.meetup.com/Bournemouth-WordPress-Group/
https://www.meetup.com/wpexeter/
https://www.meetup.com/wpbristol/
https://www.meetup.com/WordPress-Tunbridge-Wells-Meetup/


Meetup stats since 2019

https://www.wp-pompey.org.uk/wordpress-portsmouth-meetup/meetup-stats/

https://www.wp-pompey.org.uk/wordpress-portsmouth-meetup/meetup-stats/


WordPress plans – 2022

1 Nov WordPress 6.1
2-3 Nov WP Accessibility Day
14 Nov WordPress Cambridge – WordPress 6.1 and Twenty Twenty-Three
15 Nov WordPress 6.1.1
16 Dec WordFest Live 

https://central.wordcamp.org/schedule/
https://make.wordpress.org/core/tag/6-1/
https://make.wordpress.org/core/2021/12/17/discussion-2022-major-release-timing/

https://make.wordpress.org/project/2022/01/21/big-picture-goals-2022/

https://t.co/ZfBVQQ9hIv
https://central.wordcamp.org/schedule/
https://make.wordpress.org/core/tag/6-0/
https://make.wordpress.org/core/2021/12/17/discussion-2022-major-release-timing/
https://make.wordpress.org/project/2022/01/21/big-picture-goals-2022/


Full Site Editing themes

Target: 500 block 
themes in the 
WordPress theme 
repository by end 2022

FSE themes: 178
Style variations: 451

https://wordpress.org/themes/tags/full-site-editing/

https://blocks.wp-a2z.org/2022/11/16/fse-theme-statistics-16th-november-2022/

https://wordpress.org/themes/tags/full-site-editing/
https://blocks.wp-a2z.org/2022/11/16/fse-theme-statistics-16th-november-2022/


wppompey plans - 2022

Date Agenda Notes

19 Jan 2022 What’s in WordPress 5.9 #OnlineWPMeetup

16 Feb 2022 Performance – Measuring and improving your Core 
Web Vitals.

#OnlineWPMeetup

16 Mar 2022 Spring Clinic – Problem Solving #OnlineWPMeetup

20 Apr 2022 Lightning Talks - Deeper dive into Analytics and other 
topics

#OnlineWPMeetup

18 May 2022 NO MEETING

15 Jun 2022 Yoast’s Premium SEO plugins #OnlineWPMeetup

20 Jul 2022 Mobile WordPress with Drew Westcott #OnlineWPMeetup

17 Aug 2022 Social Meetup in Old Portsmouth? #OnlineWPMeetup

21 Sep 2022 Accessibility of the block editor – Graham Armfield #OnlineWPMeetup

19 Oct 2022 Local development environments #OnlineWPMeetup

16 Nov 2022 Headless CMS 101 + blazingly fast front ends #OnlineWPMeetup

21 Dec 2022 Caching – battle of the caches #OnlineWPMeetup



Some WordPress trivia

WordPress 6.1 
downloaded  

36

million times

Gutenberg 
v14.5.0

60,022 plugins

10,215 themes.

178 FSE 
themes

451 variations

7.7 billion 
plugin 

downloads

See also : https://displaywp.com/

https://displaywp.com/


Thanks to our sponsors

Thanks again to our venue sponsor @reditcouk
… since January 2018

And to our pizza / refreshment sponsor @34SP

… since December 2018


