
Welcome to

WordUp Pompey!

19th October 2022

Agenda
19:00  - Connect to Zoom. 
19:10  - Organiser’s introduction
19:15  - Local Development Environments – Lightning talks
20:00  - Q & A
20:15 - Wrap-up
20:30  - Close – can we stick to 1.5 hours?

@wppompey

#WPPompey
#OnlineWPMeetup

UK Slack: #meetup-portsmouth

https://www.wp-pompey.org.uk/

/about-wordpress-meetups/code-of-conduct/

https://twitter.com/wppompey
https://www.wp-pompey.org.uk/
https://www.wp-pompey.org.uk/about-wordpress-meetups/code-of-conduct/


Sponsors 

Venue sponsor

redIT
@reditcouk

Scott McKeown says

I'll offer a 25% discount on Web Hosting or 
Virtual Servers to WordUp Pompey! 

members entering ‘wordup’ at checkout

(that's for life by the way, not once)

Pizza / refreshment sponsor

34SP
@34sp

Manchester, UK based website hosting.

Free 3 month trial of WordPress hosting.
Use code: WPPOMPEY



Zoom being recorded

If you do not want to appear in the recording you may turn off your video. 
The meeting settings should Hide non-video participants.
Also consider muting your microphone and changing your name.

Note: Meetings which have been recorded are published, after some editing /cropping, 
on YouTube in the wppompey channel…
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNyGdMrd6sFkWjsSenxd8Hg

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNyGdMrd6sFkWjsSenxd8Hg


Local development environments



• Do you run local and/or staging copies of your live sites?
• Do you regularly backup your live sites and restore them to other environments?
• Do you develop enhancements to your sites in these environments?
• Do you maintain the production environment and development environment and keep the content reconciled?

If the answers to any of these questions are Yes, 
then you’re invited to share your methods at the Online WordPress Portsmouth Meetup.  

• What’s your setup?
• What do you use it for?
• What tools do you use? 
• How do you do these tasks; backup/export, restore/import, reconcile, develop, test, debug, release?
• Why would you recommend your solution to others? 
• What are the pros and cons?
• Anything else?

https://www.wp-pompey.org.uk/meetup/wordpress-portsmouth-online-meetup-19th-october-2022-local-development-environments/

Local development environments

https://www.wp-pompey.org.uk/meetup/wordpress-portsmouth-online-meetup-19th-october-2022-local-development-environments/


A WordPress development environment is where you work 
on new websites, play around with plugins and themes, and 
test changes and updates to existing websites before they go 
live.

What is a development environment?

Local

• Runs on your computer

• Not accessible from internet

• Files are local

• Use your preferred tools

Remote/hosted

• Runs on hosting

• Accessible from internet

• Files are remote

• Use hosting’s tools



• Yes I do. It's on my desktop. I'll be happy to talk about it in the meeting. It's definitely 
not perfect!

• I have my development environment for WordPress. This helps me in the deployment 
of new website.

• Yes. Testing work. Would recommend because, testing work first is important .

• Local by flywheel. 

• Yea

• Local in terms of it not being internet accessible, but it is still a full server hosted setup.

• https://www.wordpress.materialinchess.com/

• very basic, very local site. only accessible from my desktop computer but would like to 
access it from other computers on the local Lan

• No ( x2 )

• I can give a 3 minute talk. Cyber security consultant. Recently setup WP on DO droplet. 
Two sites, not multisite. Very focused on securing the sites.

Answers to this month’s questions

Do you have a local 
development environment for 
your WordPress sites? 

If so, would you like to tell us a 
bit about it? What's it for? 
Does it help you in your work?

Why would you recommend it 
to others?



Windows - Linux - Mac

Apache - Nginx

MySQL - MariaDB

PHP - Perl

WAMP  LAMP  MAMP  XAMPP

https://www.php.net/downloads.php
https://mariadb.org/


Some local development tools

• Local – a WordPress-specific tool from Flywheel/WP Engine. Works with Apache or Nginx.

• DevKinsta – a WordPress-specific tool from Kinsta. Only supports Nginx.

• XAMPP – a cross-platform tool to use a LAMP stack (Apache)

• MAMP – a tool to use a LAMP or LEMP ( E for nginx) stack.

• WampServer –a Windows web development environment

• Docker – for advanced users as it requires the command line.

https://localwp.com/
https://kinsta.com/devkinsta/
https://www.apachefriends.org/
https://www.mamp.info/en/windows/
https://www.wampserver.com/en/
https://docs.docker.com/compose/wordpress/


Local

https://localwp.com

Download local-6.4.3-windows.exe

First attempt at installing…

I did get it working eventually

https://localwp.com/


DevKinsta

https://kinsta.com/devkinsta/

https://kinsta.com/devkinsta/


XAMPP

https://www.apachefriends.org/

https://www.apachefriends.org/


MAMP – your local web server

https://www.mamp.info/en/windows/ FREE

https://www.mamp.info/en/mamp-pro/windows/ £89 

Comparison matrix
https://www.mamp.info/en/comparison-matrix/

Did you think that MAMP only worked on 
a Mac? I did!  The first M stands for My.

I did get it working eventually.

https://www.mamp.info/en/windows/
https://www.mamp.info/en/mamp-pro/windows/
https://www.mamp.info/en/comparison-matrix/


WampServer

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WampServer

https://www.wampserver.com/
https://www.wampserver.com/en/

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WampServer
https://www.wampserver.com/
https://www.wampserver.com/en/


WampServer – part 2

Some video links from Andrew Leonard 

How to install Wamp Server on Windows 11
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jJKL-0guwa0

How to install WordPress using Wampserver
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CQQQ-_2JsRM&amp;index=5

The first video is a quite recent version of installing WAMP64 and is 
best watched first.
The second version goes through both installing WAMP64 but an 
older version, and then how to install WordPress, If you want to 
skip the first part, go to around 6:30 and continue to watch.

How to transfer a live Wordpress website to your localhost 
manually (no plugins)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pcN8eGOxWzk

Herb’s comments: A bit old. SiteGround no longer uses cPanel.

I tried to install WampServer but 
Installation failed to run – attempting to 
start PHP 5.6.40 

I already had PHP 8… Incompatible DLLs

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jJKL-0guwa0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CQQQ-_2JsRM&amp;index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pcN8eGOxWzk


Docker 

https://www.docker.com/

Used by @wp-env

https://www.docker.com/


IDE / code editor
https://www.jetbrains.com/phpstorm/

https://code.visualstudio.com/

https://www.contexteditor.org/ https://www.sublimetext.com/

https://www.jetbrains.com/phpstorm/
https://code.visualstudio.com/
https://www.contexteditor.org/
https://www.sublimetext.com/


Sharing time!
• What’s your setup?

• What do you use it for?

• What tools do you use? 
• How do you do these tasks; backup/export, restore/import, 

reconcile, develop, test, debug, release?
• Why would you recommend your solution to others? 
• What are the pros and cons?
• Anything else?

• I develop WordPress plugins and themes.
• I build and/or maintain some sites for customers 

and family members.
• I build and maintain my own sites; quite a few.
• I sometimes debug problems with WordPress 

core, plugins and themes.
• And may raise issues if I think it’s worthwhile.
• I don’t often raise PR’s to fix the problems.

https://herbmiller.me/about/my-wordpress-development-
environment/local-development-environment

https://herbmiller.me/about/my-wordpress-development-environment/local-development-environment


FileZilla – 7-Zip - WP-cli

Git  - SubVersion (SVN)

phpMyAdmin

PHPUnit

Tools

https://www.phpmyadmin.net/
https://git-scm.com/downloads
https://filezilla-project.org/
https://phpunit.de/
https://subversion.apache.org/
https://wp-cli.org/
https://www.7-zip.org/
https://tortoisesvn.net/


Tasks – export/import - reconcile
What’s the easiest method to transfer the website between locations?  Are the tools external or internal to your site?

Local Hosted

database

plugins

themes

uploads

WordPress

wp-config.php
.htaccess

https://www.phpmyadmin.net/
https://filezilla-project.org/
https://wp-cli.org/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/better-search-replace/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/updraftplus/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/duplicator/
https://www.7-zip.org/
https://www.putty.org/
https://www.scootersoftware.com/
https://git-scm.com/downloads


Tasks – develop, test, debug, release
C:\

apache\

htdocs\

wordpress\

wp-content\

plugins\

plugin-name\

.git\

assets\

build\

includes\

languages\

libs\

node_modules\

src\

tests\

vendor\

.gitignore

LICENSE

package.json

package-lock.json

plugin-name.php

phpunit.xml.dist

README.md

readme.txt

webpack.config.js       

https://www.phpmyadmin.net/
https://filezilla-project.org/
https://wp-cli.org/
https://www.7-zip.org/
https://www.scootersoftware.com/
https://phpunit.de/
https://git-scm.com/downloads
https://nodejs.org/en/
https://www.npmjs.com/
https://getcomposer.org/
https://webpack.js.org/
https://xdebug.org/
https://www.jetbrains.com/phpstorm/


I would recommend using a local development environment:
• to anyone who has bespoke code they need to manage
• for people who have complex content updates, especially if the changes need to be 

reviewed by others
• to people whose business depends on the website operating correctly; eg ecommerce 

sites, event sites

Recommend? Pros & Cons

I wouldn’t suggest attempting to copy my environment verbatim.
• My particular development environment was cobbled together over a period of years.
• It has some limitations.
• I imagine that some of the more modern tools might be better for new starters.

Pro – In situ PHPUnit testing
Con – An accidentally run WordPress update can completely destroy a plugin’s Git repo.
Pro – I don’t have to start up virtual environments
Con – I can’t easily run multiple versions of PHP
Pro – I use self certified SSL certificates
Con – These need renewing every now and then



wp-env lets you easily set up a local WordPress environment for building and 

testing plugins and themes. It’s simple to install and requires no configuration.

https://developer.wordpress.org/block-editor/reference-guides/packages/packages-env/

• Pre-requisite Docker
• https://docs.docker.com/desktop/install/windows-install/

• Pre-requisite WSL 2 backend – on Windows 10 version 2004 or Windows 11
• https://docs.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/wsl/install

• Start Admin PowerShell or Windows Command Prompt
wsl --install

wp-env - @wordpress/env

https://developer.wordpress.org/block-editor/reference-guides/packages/packages-env/
https://docs.docker.com/desktop/install/windows-install/
https://docs.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/wsl/install


wsl -- install



Docker Desktop 4.11.1



wp-env - @wordpress/env

wp-env lets you easily set up a local WordPress environment for building and 

testing plugins and themes. It’s simple to install and requires no configuration.

Install NPM globally.

npm –g I @wordpress/env

C:\github\WP-a2z\gutenberg>wp-env start
WordPress development site started at http://localhost:8888/
WordPress test site started at http://localhost:8889/
MySQL is listening on port 51694
MySQL for automated testing is listening on port 51693

√ Done! (in 278s 83ms)

http://localhost:8888/



Blog posts from Delicious Brains

https://deliciousbrains.com/wordpress-local-development-environment/

https://deliciousbrains.com/vs-code-wordpress/

https://deliciousbrains.com/best-php-ide-editor/

https://deliciousbrains.com/windows-local-wordpress-development/

https://deliciousbrains.com/how-we-use-phpstorm-wordpress-development/

https://deliciousbrains.com/syncing-wordpress-database-changes-merging

https://deliciousbrains.com/craft-nitro-devkinsta-wordpress-local-development/

https://deliciousbrains.com/xampp-mamp-local-dev

https://deliciousbrains.com/debugging-php-javascript-phpstorm

https://deliciousbrains.com/vs-code-wordpress/
https://deliciousbrains.com/vs-code-wordpress/
https://deliciousbrains.com/best-php-ide-editor/
https://deliciousbrains.com/windows-local-wordpress-development/
https://deliciousbrains.com/how-we-use-phpstorm-wordpress-development/
https://deliciousbrains.com/syncing-wordpress-database-changes-merging
https://deliciousbrains.com/craft-nitro-devkinsta-wordpress-local-development/
https://deliciousbrains.com/xampp-mamp-local-dev
https://deliciousbrains.com/debugging-php-javascript-phpstorm


WordPress Global Community Sponsorship

https://central.wordcamp.org/global-community-sponsors/

A big thanks to our Global 
Community Sponsors: 
• Jetpack
• WooCommerce
• Bluehost
• Weglot
• Nexcess
• WordPress.com

https://central.wordcamp.org/global-community-sponsors/
https://meetup.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f93eb6000a019fcbd53d10be&id=fa1040afe7&e=c441ff5644
https://meetup.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f93eb6000a019fcbd53d10be&id=07ae460f19&e=c441ff5644
https://meetup.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f93eb6000a019fcbd53d10be&id=bdf3f1bbf4&e=c441ff5644


423 meetup members

Key Oct Sep Jul Jun Apr Mar Feb
Jan 
22

Nov Sep Jul
Ma
y

Ma
r

Jan
21

Nov Sep Jul May Mar
Jan 
20

Countries 112 112 112 112 111 111 111 111 111 111 109 109 109 109 109 109 113 112 111 108

Groups 766 764 769 769 762 760 758 757 757 755 750 748 746 745 742 741 857 847 837 818

Members 497676 494303 491669 489256 484813 481908 482017 479658 474124 469961 466725 462860 458338 453109 447379 442153 456627 448208 439203 424517

Portsmouth 423 416 399 395 386 375 363 345 319 289 288 276 261 245 235 208 187 155 142 137

Brighton 642 639 636 637 637 638 638 638 640 642 642 643 643 643 645 645 648 636 636 613

Bournemouth 555 555 558 560 561 562 562 563 564 564 563 562 561 560 559 560 558 560 559 536

Exeter 301 303 304 305 303 302 299 293 281 283 283 281 282 283 281 281 278 276 277 278

Bristol 1026 1030 1032 1033 1035 1038 1040 1042 1042 1046 1046 1048 1053 1057 1060 1060 1063 1065 1066 1024

Tunbridge 
Wells

469 469 472 472 471 470 469 470 469 466 461 455 454 446 440 436 431 417 406 393

https://www.meetup.com/pro/wordpress/
https://www.meetup.com/Portsmouth-WordPress-Meetup/
https://www.meetup.com/WordUp-Brighton/
https://www.meetup.com/Bournemouth-WordPress-Group/
https://www.meetup.com/wpexeter/
https://www.meetup.com/wpbristol/
https://www.meetup.com/WordPress-Tunbridge-Wells-Meetup/


Meetup stats since 2019

https://www.wp-pompey.org.uk/wordpress-portsmouth-meetup/meetup-stats/

https://www.wp-pompey.org.uk/wordpress-portsmouth-meetup/meetup-stats/


WordPress plans – 2022

10 Oct WordPress Cambridge – WooCommerce for beginners, preview of WordPress 6.1
11 Oct WordPress 6.1-RC1
18 Oct WordPress 6.1-RC2
18 Oct WordPress Edinburgh – now on Tuesdays – was Wednesdays
25 Oct WordPress Leeds- Climate friendly WordPress
25 Oct WordPress 6.1-RC3
28 Oct WordPress 6.1 dry run. 24-hour code freeze

1 Nov WordPress 6.1
2-3 Nov WP Accessibility Day
14 Nov WordPress Cambridge – WordPress 6.1 and Twenty Twenty-Three

https://central.wordcamp.org/schedule/
https://make.wordpress.org/core/tag/6-1/
https://make.wordpress.org/core/2021/12/17/discussion-2022-major-release-timing/

https://make.wordpress.org/project/2022/01/21/big-picture-goals-2022/

https://t.co/ZfBVQQ9hIv
https://central.wordcamp.org/schedule/
https://make.wordpress.org/core/tag/6-0/
https://make.wordpress.org/core/2021/12/17/discussion-2022-major-release-timing/
https://make.wordpress.org/project/2022/01/21/big-picture-goals-2022/


Full Site Editing themes

https://blocks.wp-a2z.org/2022/10/18/fse-theme-statistics-18th-october-2022/

Generate a child theme at: 
https://blocks.wp-a2z.org/about/fse-themes-summary/generate-fse-child-theme/

Target: 500 block themes in the WordPress theme repository by end 2022

https://wordpress.org/themes/tags/full-site-editing/

https://blocks.wp-a2z.org/2022/10/18/fse-theme-statistics-18th-october-2022/
https://blocks.wp-a2z.org/about/fse-themes-summary/generate-fse-child-theme/
https://wordpress.org/themes/tags/full-site-editing/


wppompey plans - 2022

Date Agenda Notes

19 Jan 2022 What’s in WordPress 5.9 #OnlineWPMeetup

16 Feb 2022 Performance – Measuring and improving your Core 
Web Vitals.

#OnlineWPMeetup

16 Mar 2022 Spring Clinic – Problem Solving #OnlineWPMeetup

20 Apr 2022 Lightning Talks - Deeper dive into Analytics and other 
topics

#OnlineWPMeetup

18 May 2022 NO MEETING

15 Jun 2022 Yoast’s Premium SEO plugins #OnlineWPMeetup

20 Jul 2022 Mobile WordPress with Drew Westcott #OnlineWPMeetup

17 Aug 2022 Social Meetup in Old Portsmouth? #OnlineWPMeetup

21 Sep 2022 Accessibility of the block editor – Graham Armfield #OnlineWPMeetup

19 Oct 2022 Local development environments #OnlineWPMeetup

16 Nov 2022 Headless CMS + blazingly fast front ends #OnlineWPMeetup

21 Dec 2022 Caching – battle of the caches #OnlineWPMeetup



Some WordPress trivia

WordPress 6.0 
downloaded  

118

million times

Gutenberg 
v14.3.1

60,295 plugins

10,113 themes.

162 FSE 
themes

7.5 billion 
plugin 

downloads

See also : https://displaywp.com/

https://displaywp.com/


Thanks to our sponsors

Thanks again to our venue sponsor @reditcouk
… since January 2018

And to our pizza / refreshment sponsor @34SP

… since December 2018


