
Welcome to  

WordUp Pompey!

20th October 2021

Agenda
19:00  - Connect to Zoom. 
19:10  - Organiser’s introduction

19:15  - 25 top tips from Yoast SEO for beginners
20:15 - Open Floor Q & A – your top tips for SEO
20:45  - Wrap-up

@wppompey

#WPPompey
#OnlineWPMeetup

UK Slack: #meetup-portsmouth

https://www.wp-pompey.org.uk/

/about-wordpress-meetups/code-of-conduct/

https://twitter.com/wppompey
https://www.wp-pompey.org.uk/
https://www.wp-pompey.org.uk/about-wordpress-meetups/code-of-conduct/


Sponsors 

Venue sponsor

redIT
@reditcouk

Scott McKeown says

I'll offer a 25% discount on Web Hosting or 
Virtual Servers to WordUp Pompey! 

members entering ‘wordup’ at checkout

(that's for life by the way, not once)

Pizza / refreshment sponsor

34SP
@34sp

Manchester, UK based website hosting.

Free 3 month trial of WordPress hosting.
Use code: WPPOMPEY



Zoom being recorded

If you do not want to appear in the recording you may turn off your video. 
The meeting settings should Hide non-video participants.
Also consider muting your microphone and changing your name.

Note: Meetings which have been recorded are published, after some editing /cropping, 
on YouTube in the wppompey channel…
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNyGdMrd6sFkWjsSenxd8Hg

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNyGdMrd6sFkWjsSenxd8Hg


25 top tips for SEO 
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Thanks to Yoast 
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A lot of the material in this presentation was cribbed from https://yoast.com/academy/

In the slides that follow, the links are to individual videos in the SEO for beginners course, from the 
Yoast You Tube channel, and to PDF documents in the course.

https://academy.yoast.com/courses/seo-for-beginners/

The videos are combined into one video lasting 1hr 25 mins
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w3m5nnCX60E

The terms mentioned are summarised in
https://academy.yoast.com/app/uploads/sites/4/2018/04/SEO_for_beginners_List_of_terms.pdf

In the Rights for content on Yoast.com page, under Blog posts, it says
“Of course you can quote liberally, as long as you link back to the original source.”

https://yoast.com/academy/
https://academy.yoast.com/courses/seo-for-beginners/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w3m5nnCX60E
https://academy.yoast.com/app/uploads/sites/4/2018/04/SEO_for_beginners_List_of_terms.pdf


25 top SEO tips 
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DONT’s

1. Keyword stuffing
2. Buy / trade links
3. Page swapping
4. Duplicate content
5. Orphaned content

DO’s

1. Keyword / keyphrase research
2. Technical SEO – Site speed
3. Technical SEO – no broken links
4. Site structure
5. Great user experience
6. Write high quality unique content
7. Social media strategy
8. Link building
9. Internal linking structure
10. Secure & updated
11. Write meta description
12. Get indexed
13. Cornerstone content
14. Write in the reader’s language
15. Know your competition

16. Canonical URLs
17. Redirects
18. Accessibility
19. Schema structured data
20. Mobile optimization
21. Optimize text for SEO 
22. Make your content readable
23. Use your focus keyphrase only once
24. Use SEO plugin(s)
25. Keep up the good work



How do search engines work?
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SERP - Search Engine Results Page
Site speed
Great content
Security
Ranking affected by:
- Internal links
- External links

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lg8tmurU1_k 6:03
https://academy.yoast.com/app/uploads/sites/4/2020/05/1_1_Search_engines_SEO_for_beginners.pdf

Google – 93%
Bing – 4.2%
Yahoo – 1.5%
DuckDuckGo – 0.8%
Ecosia – 0.3%
Yandex – 0.1%

https://gs.statcounter.com/search-
engine-market-share/all/united-
kingdom

Yandex – 45% Russia
Baidu – 65% China

Register your XML sitemap(s) in 
Google Search Console.

Search engines
1. Crawlers Spiders / bots look for

• Content
• Headings
• Links

2. Index
3. Algorithm

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lg8tmurU1_k
https://academy.yoast.com/app/uploads/sites/4/2020/05/1_1_Search_engines_SEO_for_beginners.pdf
https://gs.statcounter.com/search-engine-market-share/all/united-kingdom


SERPs
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#1 -> 33%

#2 -> 33%

Page 1: 90%

Snippets: URL, title, meta 
description

Rich – extra info

Featured – often
appear at the top or side.

Knowledge Graph

Answer box

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0OPr0fxY_x4 5:25
https://academy.yoast.com/app/uploads/sites/4/2020/05/1_1_Googles_SERP_SEO_for_beginners.pdf

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0OPr0fxY_x4
https://academy.yoast.com/app/uploads/sites/4/2020/05/1_1_Googles_SERP_SEO_for_beginners.pdf


What is SEO?
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On-page factors
• Site structure
• Content
• Speed optimizations
Off-page factors
• Links from other sites
• Social media attention

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dz5LMBCAZQw 4:48 

If your website is awesome search 
engines want to show it to people 
because it helps their users find what 
they’re looking for

Search
Engine
Optimization

“Improving sites to make them high 
in the results of a search engine.”

Beginners SEO:
1. Write quality blogs and improve 

internal linking
2. Join or build a community
3. Improve site speed

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dz5LMBCAZQw


What is holistic SEO?

© Copyright Bobbing Wide 2021 Herb Miller  @herb_miller @bobbingwide @vsgloik

Short-term SEO tricks to avoid

• Keyword stuffing
• Link buying and trading
• Page swapping

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9juLi0wGjJA 6:15 

Extensive SEO strategy that focuses 
on every aspect of your website:

Look at all of the things that make 
your website awesome.

Build and maintain the best possible 
website.

1. Proper keyword research

2. Good technical SEO eg no broken links

3. Great user experience

4. Original quality content

5. Solid social media strategy

6. Mobile optimization

7. Security

8. Accessibility

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9juLi0wGjJA


How does holistic SEO work?
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Technical excellence
• No 404s
• Review old content and fix errors
• Site speed

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QvTcxIDwVGI 5:27
https://yoast.com/app/uploads/sites/4/2020/01/seo_for_beginners_1.2_holistic_seo.pdf

Site structure: navigation
• Search box
• Menu bar
• Internal links
• Related topics

Your user should feel at home on 
your site.
1. Site structure
2. Technical excellence
3. Great content

Great content
• Good story
• Do something to make people talk 

about you
• Is your news truly newsworthy?
• Write stuff people want to know

Holistic SEO will take a lot of work
It will take months to get there.

No tricks – no shortcuts.
Also think about: security, marketing, 
link building.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QvTcxIDwVGI
https://yoast.com/app/uploads/sites/4/2020/01/seo_for_beginners_1.2_holistic_seo.pdf


Yoast SEO plugin
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Readability analysis – helps you 
make your text easy to read

- Based on research
- Sentence length
- Paragraph length
- Headings
- Transition words

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=io1PYcQYbVU 10:10
https://yoast.com/app/uploads/sites/4/2020/10/the_yoast_seo_plugin_seo_for_beginners_training.pdf

Google preview
View and edit: SEO title, slug, meta 
description

Facebook & Twitter preview for Social 
Media Optimization

SEO analysis – helps you optimize 
your text for SEO

Focus key phrase - integrated with 
SEMRUSH

Itemised analysis: problems, 
improvements and good results

Breadcrumbs –
Set primary category for breadcrumbs

• Schema Structured Data
• XML sitemaps
• Canonical URL – reduce duplicate 

content issues

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=io1PYcQYbVU
https://yoast.com/app/uploads/sites/4/2020/10/the_yoast_seo_plugin_seo_for_beginners_training.pdf


Yoast SEO premium plugin
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Redirect manager – prevent 404 
errors for deleted pages using 
redirects.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fqQFstQSv4M 8:50

Site structure - Link similar pages and 
posts together with Yoast Internal 
Linking tool

SEO analysis
- Add 4 related key phrases 
- and synonyms

- Word-form recognition: singulars, 
plurals, possessives, comparatives 
and different tenses

Internal linking blocks
- Yoast Related Links
- Yoast Table of Contents
- Yoast Siblings
- Yoast Subpages

Ad-free

More insight into your content
- Most used words

Orphaned content

Better Facebook and Twitter previews
24/7 support

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fqQFstQSv4M


What can’t Yoast SEO do?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IZKvb1pxJ7Y 3:47

Things you have to do…

1. Configure your plugin using the Wizard
2. Do key phrase research: audience and search terms.
3. Check your competition.
4. Write awesome content.
5. Set up and maintain your site structure.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IZKvb1pxJ7Y


What are keywords?

© Copyright Bobbing Wide 2021 Herb Miller  @herb_miller @bobbingwide @vsgloik

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xb-DXstOD2E 6:00

Keyword: The word that describes the content on a page best. 
Sometimes called key phrases since there could be multiple words.

The search term that you most want your page to rank for.

But your focus should lie on the user.
Use the words they use when they are searching.

Keywords are clues for Google; to make it clear use them fairly often.

Don’t use keyword 
stuffing!

Content guidelines:
• Keyword 1 -2 % of text
• Used in different locations: title, first paragraph, meta description and 

within the content.

Use mid tail and long tail keywords:
• Less common
• More specific
• Smaller traffic potential
• Easier to rank for

Initially avoid
head keywords  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xb-DXstOD2E


Keyword research?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Yi6GKjzXfE 4:53
https://yoast.com/app/uploads/sites/4/2021/02/2.1-Keyword-research_4_feb_2021.pdf

What makes your company unique?
• Mission
• Core values and strengths
• Unique selling points
• Unique service / products

Become findable – use the words your audience use.

Use Google Trends to compare search terms

Take your competition into account. Google your focus keyword to 
analyze your competition. Use an incognito screen or VPN. 

How to find keywords that help you rank.

Start with a big set of long tail keywords with little traffic. 
Then work up the rankings step by step.
Once you’ve gained authority try more general keywords.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Yi6GKjzXfE
https://yoast.com/app/uploads/sites/4/2021/02/2.1-Keyword-research_4_feb_2021.pdf


How to use focus keyword?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ULSzk8ig194 3:57  

Use your keyword in:
• The first paragraph
• The SEO title
• The meta description
• In one of more subheadings
• Ideally in the URL

The plugin will tell you to what extent your content is SEO friendly.

But what focus keyword should you use?

Use Google Trends to compare different keywords.
OR, with SEO Premium, look at the Insights 

Google the keywords to see the current results.

Type your focus keyword into the Yoast SEO input field.

Don’t use the same focus keyword more than once

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ULSzk8ig194


Why great content is so important for SEO
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I9QJDZ7p994 4:03  

Google’s Mission: To organize the world’s information and make it universally 
accessible and useful.

So we have to provide the best information to Google..

Even in a slightly competitive market good copy helps you to distinguish 
yourself from all other results

Good copy improves: user experience.

Typos and shaky writing raises doubts

Well written text -> clear message -> lower bounce rates -> better rankings
Also more likely to be shared on social media

Text structure is key for both human readers and search engines.

Good copy earns trust.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I9QJDZ7p994


How to write great content for SEO
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SkSoF1zES8Y 3:32
https://yoast.com/app/uploads/sites/4/2021/01/2.2-Copywriting_22-jan-2021.pdf

SEO-friendly copy should be:
• Original
• Readable
• Findable

Original copy: fresh ideas, adds something, a new way to approach something.

Before writing: 
• Do keyword research
• Pick the right focus keyword

Readable: easy to read, clear structure, clear message

Findable: use focus keyword often enough and in the right places:
• SEO title
• Subheadings
• First paragraph
• Meta description

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SkSoF1zES8Y
https://yoast.com/app/uploads/sites/4/2021/01/2.2-Copywriting_22-jan-2021.pdf


How to improve readability using Yoast SEO
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ljBMWJgiM2k 5:04

Divided into paragraphs, preceded by subheadings.

Start each paragraph with a topic 
sentence. Subsequent sentences 
elaborate on it.

A readable text is well structured: Introduction, Body, conclusion

Short and clear
Use transition words: in contrast, 
additionally, therefore.

Reading experience: Well structured, pleasant read, clear message. Enticing

Make text scannable.

Shorter sentences are better for voice search. 

Google’s getting smarter at determining what your page is all about. 

Limit use of complicated terminology

Use readability analysis. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ljBMWJgiM2k


How to create a great site structure for SEO
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pi9X9cdD0-0 6:31
https://academy.yoast.com/app/uploads/sites/4/2021/02/2.3-Site-structure_4_feb_2021.pdf

Navigation menu - help users to navigate your site.

Categorize posts and products so they 
are easier to find.

Website structure is crucial for usability and findability

Take visitors by hand and guide them

It also helps prevent you from competing 
with yourself.

Internal linking: The more you link to an 
article the more important it is. 

A solid site structure helps Google 
understand:
1. What your site is about
2. Your most important pages
3. Your goal

The structure needs to cater for change. 

Use categories and tags for posts and 
products, with navigation links.

Don’t use too many tags. 
Use each tag at least twice.  

Cornerstone (most important) articles 
should link to related posts and vice versa

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pi9X9cdD0-0
https://academy.yoast.com/app/uploads/sites/4/2021/02/2.3-Site-structure_4_feb_2021.pdf


How to create cornerstone content
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aSEackVQRiY 5:19

4 or 5 pages you want to be read by new 
visitors.

Cornerstone content 
• The most important articles on your 

site
• Articles that reflect your mission
• Articles you want to rank for.

Yoast have Ultimate Guides for:
Site structure, SEO copywriting, mobile SEO, 
blogging, keyword research etc

Yoast SEO provides:
• Text link counter
• Cornerstone analysis
• Internal linking suggestions ( Premium )

Proper internal linking shows Google which 
article is most important.

1. Home 
2. Cornerstone articles

3. Similar topics linked to 2.
4. Long tail articles linked to 3 and 2.

Cornerstone articles are:
• Lengthy
• Timeless
• Regularly updated
• Informative

• Prominent in your site structure

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aSEackVQRiY


How to make sure Google finds your site
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3CUFieUUXio 4:58
https://yoast.com/app/uploads/sites/4/2020/05/3_1_Crawlability_SEO_for_beginners.pdf

Crawlers, aka spiders, robots or bots, follow links to read posts or 
pages to create an index.

Crawlability is the possibility Google has to crawl your website. 

What is crawlability?

Just because a crawler’s not allowed to visit an URL doesn’t mean it 
won’t be in the index.

To prevent Google or crawlers from indexing your site
• robots.txt
• HTTP headers

• 200 - OK 
• 307 – redirected to another URL

• Robots meta tags 
• noindex – crawl but don’t index
• nofollow – don’t follow links on this page

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3CUFieUUXio
https://yoast.com/app/uploads/sites/4/2020/05/3_1_Crawlability_SEO_for_beginners.pdf


How to improve crawlability using Yoast SEO

© Copyright Bobbing Wide 2021 Herb Miller  @herb_miller @bobbingwide @vsgloik

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PMwLYxj1Sdw 4:57

Use the Advanced tab to apply settings for individual posts. 

Edit robots.txt using Tools > File Editor > Edit robots.txt

Use Search appearance to determine default settings for each post 
type or taxonomy.

Check Google Search Console. Does this still work?

Check your indexability using Indexability check by Ryte

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PMwLYxj1Sdw


Bonus: Practical site speed tips
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https://academy.yoast.com/topic/bonus-practical-site-speed-tips/ 54:10      

Recorded in 2018, it contains many tips, plugin suggestions and resources. 

You’ll have to watch this 54 minute video yourself to get the full benefit.  

Make incremental improvements to improve your site’s performance. 

1. Speed is important
2. Use Page Speed insights
3. Gutenberg’s good for performance
4. As site’s get faster, your slow site will appear slower
5. And so much more…

https://academy.yoast.com/topic/bonus-practical-site-speed-tips/


What is structured data?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NsACKN3Up9g 7:44     

Structured data allows Google to display rich results.
Not just URLs, titles and descriptions.

Rich results can show videos, events, product information, FAQs, 
news articles, how-to’s, job postings and more. 

Google and therefore Yoast recommend JSON-LD.

Structured data is code written in a particular format to help search 
engines or platforms to understand the content of a page. 
It’s added as metadata not seen by end users.

Google, Bing, Yahoo and Yandex have developed a project called   
schema.org where the structured data markup is documented:
Microdata, RDFa and JSON-LD. 

Structured data helps search engines understand your content, can 
lead to higher rankings, can lead to rich results.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NsACKN3Up9g


Yoast structured data blocks

© Copyright Bobbing Wide 2021 Herb Miller  @herb_miller @bobbingwide @vsgloik

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=420gHxR6aeM 6:46
https://yoast.com/app/uploads/sites/4/2021/01/3.3.rich_results_and_structured_data_seo_for_beginners.pdf

Yoast’s How-to and FAQ blocks deliver structured data
as JSON-LD, which search engines can interpret,
and normal HTML for the end user.

Examples:
https://blocks.wp-a2z.org/block/faq-yoast-faq-block/
https://blocks.wp-a2z.org/block/how-to-yoast-how-to-block/

Yoast’s How-to and FAQ blocks deliver structured data

{
"@type": "Question",
"@id": "https://wordpress-seo.wp-a2z.org/block/faq-yoast-faq-block/#faq-question-1548748382460",
"position": 1,
"url": "https://wordpress-seo.wp-a2z.org/block/faq-yoast-faq-block/#faq-question-1548748382460",
"name": "How many FAQ blocks per post?",
"answerCount": 1,
"acceptedAnswer": {

"@type": "Answer",
"text": "You can only use one FAQ block per post.",
"inLanguage": "en-US"

},
"inLanguage": "en-US"
}, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=420gHxR6aeM
https://yoast.com/app/uploads/sites/4/2021/01/3.3.rich_results_and_structured_data_seo_for_beginners.pdf
https://blocks.wp-a2z.org/block/faq-yoast-faq-block/
https://blocks.wp-a2z.org/block/how-to-yoast-how-to-block/




25 SEO top tips
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Can you remember the 25 top tips from the start of the presentation?



25 top SEO tips 

© Copyright Bobbing Wide 2021 Herb Miller  @herb_miller @bobbingwide @vsgloik

DONT’s

1. Keyword stuffing
2. Buy / trade links
3. Page swapping
4. Duplicate content
5. Orphaned content

DO’s

1. Keyword / keyphrase research
2. Technical SEO – Site speed
3. Technical SEO – no broken links
4. Site structure
5. Great user experience
6. Write high quality unique content
7. Social media strategy
8. Link building
9. Internal linking structure
10. Secure & updated
11. Write meta description
12. Get indexed
13. Cornerstone content
14. Write in the reader’s language
15. Know your competition

16. Canonical URLs
17. Redirects
18. Accessibility
19. Schema structured data
20. Mobile optimization
21. Optimize text for SEO 
22. Make your content readable
23. Use your focus keyphrase only once
24. Use SEO plugin(s)
25. Keep up the good work



25 SEO top tips for beginners
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There's one or two things you need to know about the topic called SEO.

Number 1 in Google's where you want to be; for 33% will click. Just you wait and see.
Placed 2nd or 3rd, do not resent; you'll still get over 10 percent.
9 tenths of searchers, regardless of age, will only click on the first page.

“What's it that I'm ranking for?” is a question often heard.
Well my friend, you're looking for the focus key phrase or word
It may be mid or even long like "Will eating mussels make teeth strong?"

"When do two rights make a wrong?”
"How to drain a billabong."
"Can I Rank without a gong?"

... is this a good time to carry on?

Use it in your title, use it in your URL, your first para, meta desc… give that keyword a twirl
But don't use it too many times. And use it only once!
You may not understand this now, but I know you're not a dunce.



25 SEO top tips for beginners
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One thing that makes an awesome site is when you get the structure right.
With inbound links to start the day and internal links to show the way
to content, written all by you, and prompts to your readers to share stuff too!

Your words will always be well writ; you won't write any pile of rubbish.
Your alt text will be worded right for those who read without use of sight.

Structured data's good at times for How-to steps and product lines.
And you and I are not alone to want to search by mobile phone.
So make your content bright and clear, to access from both far and near.

For techy SEO you'll need: no 404's, and breakneck speed,
https for a site secure, and keep things up to date, for sure.

Ranking won't rise overnight. It will eventually... if you do it right.
And when your keyword's #1 don't think for a minute that your job is done.
Switch on the neurons in your brain and start the process once again.

(C) Copyright Herb Miller 2021



Yoast’s newsletter
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• Tips and tools to help you write like an expert 🔥 3 Oct 2021
• Create content stress-free with these 10 tips! 6 Jul 2021
• 6 timeless SEO tips 24 Apr 2021
• 3 practical tips to improve your rankings! 🚀 30 Mar 2021
• 10 tips to improve your mobile SEO 🚀 5 Nov 2020
• Tip: Make sure your visitors reach important pages! 16 Aug 2020
• 💡 6 SEO tips to rank high! 💡 12 Jul 2020

Get free SEO tips straight to your inbox

Subscribe to Yoast’s newsletter to get weekly tips on optimizing your 
website's SEO, usability and conversion. You'll also be the first to know 
about new features and other cool (free) plugins!



What’s your top tip?
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1. Install the Rank Math plugin https://wordpress.org/plugins/seo-by-rank-math/

2. Write blog posts & use Semrush for keyword research

3. Take time to check out the competition

4. Pick Relevant Keywords

5. Research your competitor’s site; see what SEO they have in place and what keywords they use

6. I don’t have one.

7. Write good copy.

8. Implement it.

9. Yoast

10. Consistency

11. Learn more about it!  ☺

Replies to this month’s question. 

https://wordpress.org/plugins/seo-by-rank-math/


SEO Tips gleaned from Cambridge
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1. Keywords
2. Structure your content nicely
3. Meta description – summary sales pitch
4. Time of page. Does Google measure this? 
5. Bounce rate vs CTR – Click Through Rate
6. Consider what Google would do
7. Social media
8. Google My Business
9. Alt tags on images- especially product
10. Is image name important?
11. Site Maps
12. Page speed – Core Web Vitals – phastpress

13. Mobile
14. Good quality content
15. Site structure
16. Local site – Google Maps
17. Local site - Backlinks from local directories
18. Local site – Professional association certificates
19. Schema structured data
20. Security – https. 
21. What about security headers? 

securityheaders.com
22. EAT
23. Black Friday
24. Videos
25. Testimonials

On the 11th October the WordPress Cambridge meetup was about SEO. 
I mentioned this meetup and that I was looking for 25 SEO tips.
These are the topics I noted during that meetup.

Here is a link to the Video of this month's meeting 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16U6R8Y9OVE9ckVQFfP-7kk9zog-yuQWq/view?usp=sharing
And the chat in case it is interesting 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UpqTUYRN8bYRBfJYvW0rFFjSDoPpKhzo/view?usp=sharing

https://meet.meetup.com/ls/click?upn=SDNnya-2FgLI6CfUa8do8Zd4wORMpIGuMisVryuO-2B-2F2pc7igaWNtzOihEtMCqMFe1XmdusKCeabq91K-2BgvG1agxeHQjL0fuRSwOFGuqZ2VLCgW4-2Fwqdm7nRXa4diB2JD0cQ7qM_2Ru2WeUxGfHCij3eUdsguLaxRDxJZb19NYByYtKTTkkGwYAwb0NLlnbtgnHk27y-2B70m22YMf5ichxxSHyDZSSyQpoXIT28CyAfrhNv3G1vrUSvTUtIrryvYPnisOfMb6JqJ1PsspX1hXJLGdvLuDzbZtFfXQlORm5nK6REXKn8dyxm0U-2BmCKiLilgG8t2pI9nbOEB31SEgwXGACji1uGyJbidtVtguWx-2BKfyQ8RDGb8kgH8HPPUP3bV-2F4O-2FsTEUAotSuMwmpcMZlNEUlGYYK28AuacfIZA63Qc4abhurthNUiHz0IeYSbTNjmrM18YLUBrvX5kUE35pOwK-2FHkc6ZJoE-2B8xisWMDotLoAJdBpWHM4DUPzLxynz-2BAtP-2FIc9KGOsN-2FyY4cx1-2F75eRUR-2BXxDvaUw-2FqUctz6v28aSEFpS-2FTm2Zr0SHSdBalWnvYRSOolBoiN0JO8zg2hxq-2Bhm6IDOoJVKcO-2FrJ1yRpr5-2B1eIaf0M-2FqRkImFie-2BPNUSCzY6OT1ULrYqTN5cMrxJnIC777eMhbNtk-2FsrHgwIxo8lhNox-2BQWSZ8JsmpqyxDFQ3mWyiDixQqWzXqHv8Xgq3iEoPmyZmxnlOfrWeCNAyicNttv9rk-3D
https://meet.meetup.com/ls/click?upn=SDNnya-2FgLI6CfUa8do8Zd4wORMpIGuMisVryuO-2B-2F2pfigI5yc8cxDGXRTub1KRwEoVNWZKDTzpE-2Fw0-2FaA5pprP8zZSWTGlawPqJfKtAH801Wbpnkq6Cm7ZBD3WnQrbe2roM9_2Ru2WeUxGfHCij3eUdsguLaxRDxJZb19NYByYtKTTkkGwYAwb0NLlnbtgnHk27y-2B70m22YMf5ichxxSHyDZSSyQpoXIT28CyAfrhNv3G1vrUSvTUtIrryvYPnisOfMb6JqJ1PsspX1hXJLGdvLuDzbZtFfXQlORm5nK6REXKn8dyxm0U-2BmCKiLilgG8t2pI9nbOEB31SEgwXGACji1uGyJbidtVtguWx-2BKfyQ8RDGb8kgH8HPPUP3bV-2F4O-2FsTEUAotSuMwmpcMZlNEUlGYYK28AuacfIZA63Qc4abhurthNUiHz0IeYSbTNjmrM18YLUBrvX5kUE35pOwK-2FHkc6ZJoE-2B8xisWMDotLoAJdBpWHM4DUPzLxynz-2BAtP-2FIc9KGOsN-2FyY4cx1-2F75eRUR-2BXxDvaUw-2FqUctz6v28aSEFpS-2FTm2Zr0SHSdBalWnvYRSOolBoiN0JO8zg2hxq-2Bhm6IDOoN3mBHhCCUsahVzQsnTZn90-2FjhFNnYaj2Wo-2B8r2e81tzTOaqPeLfGNLLN8ceDLPXfrbJJoLzekUp0DV5ocvG6XB7AtsKrm7pW041YV0PBm-2BMl4kUPLamc0nRsDSmC9afPmcX6PXVg-2BFTu0bvLVQ2-2BSI-3D


Yoast trivia - did you know?

© Copyright Bobbing Wide 2021 Herb Miller  @herb_miller @bobbingwide @vsgloik

1. Yoast.com’s XML sitemap doesn’t include Categories
2. They use 57 tags
3. There are over 750 posts 
4. and 330 knowledge base articles
5. The oldest modified date is 2016
6. There are 17 pages for courses
7. 75 videos
8. 138 employee pages
9. Some of the content is in Dutch

Desktop

Mobile



Further reading

© Copyright Bobbing Wide 2021 Herb Miller  @herb_miller @bobbingwide @vsgloik

Some sites I found

• Google Search Console
• Analytics.google.com
• Ahrefs.com
• Moz.com
• Searchenginejournal.com
• Backlinko.com
• Semrush.com
• Serpstat.com

You all know how to do searches:

• Keyword research tool
• Keyword research tool free
• Measure SEO ranking
• Backlink analysis tool
• Click Through Rate (CTR)



WordPress Global Community Sponsorship

https://make.wordpress.org/community/2021-wordpress-global-community-sponsorship-program/

A big thanks to our Global 
Community Sponsors: 
•Bluehost
•GoDaddy Pro
•GreenGeeks
•Jetpack
•WooCommerce

https://make.wordpress.org/community/2021-wordpress-global-community-sponsorship-program/
https://meetup.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f93eb6000a019fcbd53d10be&id=bdf3f1bbf4&e=c441ff5644
https://meetup.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f93eb6000a019fcbd53d10be&id=e5ac90830e&e=c441ff5644
https://meetup.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f93eb6000a019fcbd53d10be&id=798cd8b183&e=c441ff5644
https://meetup.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f93eb6000a019fcbd53d10be&id=fa1040afe7&e=c441ff5644
https://meetup.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f93eb6000a019fcbd53d10be&id=07ae460f19&e=c441ff5644


317 meetup members

Key Oct Sep Jul Jun May Apr Mar Feb
Jan
21

Nov Sep Jul May Mar
Jan 
20

Countries 111 111 109 109 109 109 109 109 109 109 109 113 112 111 108

Groups 757 755 750 749 748 746 746 746 745 742 741 857 847 837 818

Members 472504 469961 466725 464568 462860 461054 458338 455779 453109 447379 442153 456627 448208 439203 424517

Portsmouth 317 289 288 277 276 268 261 256 245 235 208 187 155 142 137

Brighton 641 642 642 642 643 642 643 643 643 645 645 648 636 636 613

Bournemouth 564 564 563 563 562 561 561 561 560 559 560 558 560 559 536

Exeter 281 283 283 281 281 282 282 281 283 281 281 278 276 277 278

Bristol 1044 1046 1046 1048 1048 1050 1053 1057 1057 1060 1060 1063 1065 1066 1024

Tunbridge 
Wells

468 466 461 459 455 452 454 451 446 440 436 431 417 406 393

https://www.meetup.com/pro/wordpress/
https://www.meetup.com/Portsmouth-WordPress-Meetup/
https://www.meetup.com/WordUp-Brighton/
https://www.meetup.com/Bournemouth-WordPress-Group/
https://www.meetup.com/wpexeter/
https://www.meetup.com/wpbristol/
https://www.meetup.com/WordPress-Tunbridge-Wells-Meetup/


Meetup stats since 2019

https://www.wp-pompey.org.uk/wordpress-portsmouth-meetup/meetup-stats/

https://www.wp-pompey.org.uk/wordpress-portsmouth-meetup/meetup-stats/


WordPress plans – 2021 

9 Sep WordPress 5.8.1 released
13 Oct Gutenberg 11.7
14 Oct 5.9 scope / FSE features GO / NO GO.
https://make.wordpress.org/core/2021/10/15/wordpress-5-9-feature-go-no-go-october-14-2021/

16 Nov WordPress 5.9 beta 1
30 Nov WordPress 5.9 RC1
14 Dec WordPress 5.9 – Twenty Twenty-Two theme

https://make.wordpress.org/marketing/2019/12/05/wordpress-major-release-schedule/

https://central.wordcamp.org/schedule/
https://make.wordpress.org/core/tag/5-9/

Main goal of 2021 is Full Site Editing ( FSE )  via Gutenberg

https://make.wordpress.org/core/2021/10/15/wordpress-5-9-feature-go-no-go-october-14-2021/
https://make.wordpress.org/marketing/2019/12/05/wordpress-major-release-schedule/
https://central.wordcamp.org/schedule/
https://make.wordpress.org/core/tag/5-9/


Full Site Editing – outreach experiment 

FSE is WordPress’s 
coming of age.

Ducky Fuzz, on the eve of WordPress’s 
18th Birthday, 27 May.

https://make.wordpress.org/test/handbook/full-site-editing-outreach-experiment/
https://make.wordpress.org/core/2020/12/11/the-fse-outreach-program-is-officially-starting/
https://make.wordpress.org/test/tag/fse-outreach-experiment/

#fse-outreach-experiment  #fse-outreach-program

23 Dec – Call #1  - Template editing
18 Feb – Call #2 – Build a Homepage with Site Editing Blocks
9 Mar – Call #3 – Create a fun & custom 404 page
25 Mar – Call #4 – Building a restaurant themed header
14 Apr – Call #5 – Query Quest
12 May – Call #6 – Template editing and navigation block
26 May – Call #7 – Polished portfolios
24 Jun – Call #8 – Thrive with theme.json
11 Aug – Call #9 – Handling HigherEd headers
29 Sep – Call #10 – Pattern Party

https://make.wordpress.org/test/handbook/full-site-editing-outreach-experiment/
https://make.wordpress.org/core/2020/12/11/the-fse-outreach-program-is-officially-starting/
https://make.wordpress.org/test/tag/fse-outreach-experiment/


Other #OnlineWPMeetup events 



wppompey review  2019

Date Agenda Notes Attendees Members

16 Jan Website Search Engine Optimisation (SEO) @yoast 16 95

20 Feb Lightning Talks Various 12 102

20 Mar Why and how to do a website health check @missjwo 17 104

17 Apr Useful Accessibility Tools @coolfields 16 110

15 May Lightning Talks Part Two Various 18 114

19 Jun Steps to make your brand engage @yellobrand 13 115

17 Jul Migrating our business to the cloud @wfckeego 21 123

18 Sep Clinic Various 10 124

16 Oct Content is King, with Lesley Hussell, Editing 
Edge

@editingedge 19 128

20 Nov How to Build an Accessible WordPress 
Theme, with Graham Armfield, Coolfields

@coolfields 13 131

18 Dec Lightning talks. Xmas special Various 15 133



wppompey review - 2020

Date: 3rd Wednesday of every month
Start: 19:00
End: 21:00 

Date Agenda Notes

15 Jan 2020 Clinic – Hands on Problem Solving Run by organisers

19 Feb 2020 Nightingale: How Gutenberg can save the NHS money 
and improve health outcomes. Tony Blacker

Remote talk

18 Mar 2020 Virtual Meetup trial. #virtual #trial

15 Apr 2020 Build, maintain and sell a WordPress Plugin – Lessons 
learned. Robert Windisch @nullbytes

#OnlineWPMeetup

20 May 2020 Lightning Talks: My favourite plugin with Steve Wood, 
Bernhard Kau, Herb Miller 

#OnlineWPMeetup

17 Jun 2020 Build your WordPress website in 21 steps. Vicki Jakes #OnlineWPMeetup

22 Jul 2020 How to build a WordPress website – Part Two – Paul 
Tansom, Scott McKeown and others

#OnlineWPMeetup

19 Aug 2020 Plugin Kollektiv - Bernhard Kau, Torsten Landsiedel and 
Simon Kraft

#OnlineWPMeetup

16 Sep 2020 What’s new in WordPress 5.5. and how to use it. #OnlineWPMeetup

21 Oct 2020 Gutenberg – the block editor. Belinda Mustoe #OnlineWPMeetup

18 Nov 2020 WP Plugin presentation – Joe A Simpson Jr #OnlineWPMeetup

16 Dec 2020 Seasonal Quiz and Social #OnlineWPMeetup



wppompey plans - 2021

Date Agenda Notes

20 Jan 2021 Clinic #OnlineWPMeetup

17 Feb 2021 Taking a plugin from pre to post Gutenberg.
Meg Phillips

#OnlineWPMeetup

17 Mar 2021 A practical session on upgrading WordPress versions #OnlineWPMeetup

21 Apr 2021 Show and Tell #OnlineWPMeetup

19 May 2021 A guide to the Full Site Editor, blocks and themes #OnlineWPMeetup

16 Jun 2021 Midsummer Clinic #OnlineWPMeetup

21 Jul 2021 What’s in WordPress 5.8? #OnlineWPMeetup

18 Aug 2021 Summer holiday #OnlineWPMeetup

15 Sep 2021 Clinic & #WPTranslationDay #OnlineWPMeetup

20 Oct 2021 25 top tips from Yoast SEO for beginners #OnlineWPMeetup

17 Nov 2021 More lightning talks #OnlineWPMeetup

15 Dec 2021 What’s in WordPress 5.9 #OnlineWPMeetup



Some WordPress trivia

WordPress 5.8 
downloaded 

40

million times

Gutenberg 
v11.9 will be in 
WordPress 5.9

59,156 plugins

8,863 themes.

20 FSE themes

6 billion 
plugin 

downloads



Thanks to our sponsors

Thanks again to our venue sponsor @reditcouk
… since January 2018

And to our pizza / refreshment sponsor @34SP

… since December 2018


