
Welcome to  

WordUp Pompey!

16th September 2020

Agenda
19:00  - Connect to Zoom and socialise
19:10  - Organiser’s introduction
19:15  - What’s new in WordPress 5.5.1 and how to use it
20:45  - Wrap-up

@wppompey

#WPPompey
#OnlineWPMeetup

www.wp-pompey.org.uk

/about-wordpress-meetups/code-of-conduct/

https://twitter.com/wppompey
http://Www.wp-pompey.org.uk/
https://www.wp-pompey.org.uk/about-wordpress-meetups/code-of-conduct/


Sponsors 

Venue sponsor

redIT
@reditcouk

Scott McKeown says

I'll offer a 25% discount on Web Hosting or 
Virtual Servers to WordUp Pompey! 

members entering ‘wordup’ at checkout

(that's for life by the way, not once)

Pizza / refreshment sponsor

34SP
@34sp

Manchester, UK based website hosting.

Free 3 month trial of WordPress hosting.
Use code: WPPOMPEY



Zoom being recorded

If you do not want to appear in the recording you may turn off your video. 
The meeting settings should Hide non-video participants.
Also consider muting your microphone and changing your name.

Note: Meetings which have been recorded are published, after some editing /cropping, 
on YouTube in the wppompey channel…
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNyGdMrd6sFkWjsSenxd8Hg

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNyGdMrd6sFkWjsSenxd8Hg


What’s new in WordPress 5.5(.1)

• Automatic plugin and theme updates
• jQuery
• Lazy loading
• XML sitemaps

• Block editor changes –
updated to match Gutenberg v8.5/6/7.

• New UI design
• Block inserter

• Block directory and search
• Block patterns and search

• Image editor



Tonight’s speakers

Christopher Churchill

Abha Thakor
Nemanja Cimbaljevic

Olga Glecker



Some of tonight’s links

jQuery migrate helper plugin
https://wordpress.org/plugins/enable-jquery-migrate-helper/

And this is the plugin you need to use for the next 5.6 release 
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-jquery-update-test/

WordPress 5.5 Field Guide about lazy-loading:
https://make.wordpress.org/core/2020/07/14/lazy-loading-images-in-5-5/

Set up a WordPress.org and Slack account for the Make WordPress Channel
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XjO7sGhNJ9o

XML sitemaps
https://make.wordpress.org/core/2020/07/22/new-xml-sitemaps-functionality-in-wordpress-5-5/

Q&A’s will be on HelpHub: 
https://make.wordpress.org/docs/handbook/helphub/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/core-sitemaps/
https://wordpress.org/support/
https://developer.wordpress.org/

https://wordpress.org/plugins/enable-jquery-migrate-helper/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-jquery-update-test/
https://make.wordpress.org/core/2020/07/14/lazy-loading-images-in-5-5/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XjO7sGhNJ9o
https://make.wordpress.org/core/2020/07/22/new-xml-sitemaps-functionality-in-wordpress-5-5/
https://make.wordpress.org/docs/handbook/helphub/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/core-sitemaps/
https://wordpress.org/support/
https://developer.wordpress.org/


208 meetup members

Key Sep Aug July June May Apr Mar Feb
Jan 
2020

Dec Nov

Countries 109 109 113 112 112 111 111 109 108 107 107

Groups 741 755 857 853 847 839 837 828 818 815 799

Members 442153 444977 456627 451764 448208 443015 439203 429633 424517 419200 412678

Portsmouth 208 194 187 179 155 151 142 139 137 133 131

Brighton 645 646 648 649 636 637 636 615 613 613 604

Bournemouth 560 560 558 558 560 559 559 550 536 526 517

Exeter 281 280 278 276 276 277 277 277 278 279 278

Bristol 1060 1062 1063 1065 1065 1065 1066 1045 1024 1010 990

Tunbridge 
Wells

436 432 431 421 417 412 406 395 393 387 383

https://www.meetup.com/pro/wordpress/
https://www.meetup.com/Portsmouth-WordPress-Meetup/
https://www.meetup.com/WordUp-Brighton/
https://www.meetup.com/Bournemouth-WordPress-Group/
https://www.meetup.com/wpexeter/
https://www.meetup.com/wpbristol/
https://www.meetup.com/WordPress-Tunbridge-Wells-Meetup/


WordPress plans - 2020 

11 August WordPress 5.5 was released
1 September WordPress 5.5.1 was released
19 September https://2020.virginiabeach.wordcamp.org/
Sep-Oct WordPress Translation week
October https://2020.us.wordcamp.org CANCELLED
2 October A11y day https://wpaccessibilityday.org/
20 October 5.6 Beta 1
17 November 5.6 RC1
8 December WordPress 5.6
https://make.wordpress.org/marketing/2019/12/05/wordpress-major-release-schedule/
https://make.wordpress.org/core/tag/5-6/
https://central.wordcamp.org/schedule/
https://make.wordpress.org/core/2020/08/13/wordpress-5-6-release-planning/

Main goal of 2020 is Full 
Site Editing ( FSE )  via 
Gutenberg

WordPress 5.5 included 
• a navigation menus block
• automatic updates for plugins and themes
• a block directory
• XML sitemaps
• lazy loading
• and updated Gutenberg to the 

latest release version

WordPress 5.6 scope
• A navigation menus block
• Automatic updates for WordPress core
• Widgets editing areas
• New default theme incl. FSE compatible
• PHP 8 support, remove PHP 5.6 support
• Public beta of Full Site Editing
• And new features from the block editor

https://2020.virginiabeach.wordcamp.org/
https://2020.us.wordcamp.org/
https://wpaccessibilityday.org/
https://make.wordpress.org/marketing/2019/12/05/wordpress-major-release-schedule/
https://central.wordcamp.org/schedule/
https://make.wordpress.org/core/2020/08/13/wordpress-5-6-release-planning/
https://make.wordpress.org/core/2020/01/27/feature-plugin-xml-sitemaps/
https://make.wordpress.org/core/2020/01/29/lazy-loading-images-in-wordpress-core/


Other #OnlineWPMeetup events 

From
https://wpcalendar.io/gb/ @wpcalendar.io
https://wpcalendar.io/online/

Two other events today: Wednesday 16th

Where Topics

Edinburgh 
18:00

Speaker not announced

Manchester 
18:00

Cancelled – members advised to join WP-
Pompey or Edinburgh

3 more on Tues 22nd – Leeds, Norwich, Birmingham

https://wpcalendar.io/gb/
https://wpcalendar.io/online/


wppompey review  2019

Date Agenda Notes Attendees Members

16 Jan Website Search Engine Optimisation (SEO) @yoast 16 95

20 Feb Lightning Talks Various 12 102

20 Mar Why and how to do a website health check @missjwo 17 104

17 Apr Useful Accessibility Tools @coolfields 16 110

15 May Lightning Talks Part Two Various 18 114

19 Jun Steps to make your brand engage @yellobrand 13 115

17 Jul Migrating our business to the cloud @wfckeego 21 123

18 Sep Clinic Various 10 124

16 Oct Content is King, with Lesley Hussell, Editing 
Edge

@editingedge 19 128

20 Nov How to Build an Accessible WordPress 
Theme, with Graham Armfield, Coolfields

@coolfields 13 131

18 Dec Lightning talks. Xmas special Various 15 133



wppompey plans - 2020

Date: 3rd Wednesday of every month
Start: 19:00
End: 21:00 

Date Agenda Notes

15 Jan 2020 Clinic – Hands on Problem Solving Run by organisers

19 Feb 2020 Nightingale: How Gutenberg can save the NHS money 
and improve health outcomes. Tony Blacker

Remote talk

18 Mar 2020 Virtual Meetup trial. #virtual #trial

15 Apr 2020 Build, maintain and sell a WordPress Plugin – Lessons 
learned. Robert Windisch @nullbytes

#OnlineWPMeetup

20 May 2020 Lightning Talks: My favourite plugin with Steve Wood, 
Bernhard Kau, Herb Miller 

#OnlineWPMeetup

17 Jun 2020 Build your WordPress website in 21 steps. Vicki Jakes #OnlineWPMeetup

22 Jul 2020 How to build a WordPress website – Part Two – Paul 
Tansom, Scott McKeown and others

#OnlineWPMeetup

19 Aug 2020 Plugin Kollektiv - Bernhard Kau, Torsten Landsiedel and 
Simon Kraft

#OnlineWPMeetup

16 Sep 2020 What’s new in WordPress 5.5. and how to use it. #OnlineWPMeetup

21 Oct 2020 Gutenberg – the block editor. Belinda Mustoe #OnlineWPMeetup

18 Nov 2020 WP Plugin presentation - Joe Simpson Jr #OnlineWPMeetup

16 Dec 2020 Seasonal Quiz and Social #OnlineWPMeetup



Some WordPress trivia

WordPress 5.5 
downloaded 

21.2 million 
times

WordPress is 
6322 days old

Gutenberg’s 
650 days old

57,403 
plugins

7,804 themes 
3,935 themes 
are Popular

Gutenberg 
9.0.0 released 

16th

September

Don’t forget:
there’s a 

capital P in 
WordPress.



Time to crack?



Thanks to our sponsors

Thanks again to our venue sponsor @reditcouk
… since January 2018

And to our pizza / refreshment sponsor @34SP

… since December 2018


